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SHORT SYNOPSIS 

 

‘45365’ explores the congruities of daily life in an American town. From the patrol 
car to the courtroom, the playground to the nursing home, the parade to the 
prayer service, it explores relationships and interactions – with people and their 
environment. The stories of a father and son, a young relationship, cops and 
criminals, officials and their electorate coalesce into a mosaic of faces, places, 
and events. ‘45365’ is a portrait of a city and its people. 

 

SYNOPSIS 

 

‘45365’ (four, five, three, six, five) explores the congruities of daily life in an 
American town – Sidney, Ohio.  Through a patient and inquisitive look at the lives 
and landscapes that make up this community of 20,000 people, it captures the 
complexities and ambiguities of their shared experience. Conclusions are left to 
the audience as the component characters speak and act for themselves, as 
themselves.  These storylines eventually coalesce into a mosaic of faces, places, 
and events.  It is an inquiring look at everyday life in middle America. 

Set against the quaint and familiar backdrop of a small town in western Ohio, this 
is a film about the inner workings of a community and the ways in which its 
people interact and socialize.  From the patrol car to the courtroom, the 
playground to the nursing home, the parade to the prayer service, it explores 
their relationships and interactions – with each other and their environment.  
Father and son, boyfriends and girlfriend, cop and criminal, officials and the 
electorate, patrons and providers - it is a portrait of the city and its people. - 
people somehow not unfamiliar in a landscape that becomes increasingly 
understood. 

Void of direct interviews or staging, this film presents the residents of the town as 
they are in their daily lives.  Using a series of long kinetic shots, the viewer is 
enabled to exist in real time with those being documented.  The camera closes in 



 

on the mechanics of the moment with spontaneity and sincerity, acting as a 
clairvoyant conduit to a time now past.  Focus is on the full and fluid scene - adrift 
in the situation as curious and patient observers.  Through the people we see the 
town. 

Sidney is the small town experience.  It is a community - of schools and sports 
and factories and neighborhoods and familiarity. Sidney is not devoid of social 
hierarchy or crime or any of the other concerns that are more often associated 
with more populated urban areas.  They are just played out on a smaller stage.  It 
is a microcosm of American life. 

Filmed over the course of nine months by two men raised in that town – natives 
with an intrinsic knowledge of their community and a feel for the tides of the town 
– ‘45365’ encapsulates the magnitude of small town America.  Sidney and it’s 
people offer themes that we can all relate to – no matter how geographically 
different our experiences. 
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Directed and edited Bill Ross  

 

Co-Directed by Turner Ross 

 

Filmed by Bill Ross 

 Turner Ross 

 

Sound editor and Lawrence Everson 
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Sound editor Bill Ross 
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DIRECTORS’ BIO 

 

45365 is Bill Ross’ first feature length film.  His documentary, fiction, and multi-
media short films have been featured at film festivals including the Cannes Film 
Festival and the Seattle Film Festival.  He has lectured to students at the 
Collegiate and Elementary level about the processes of filmmaking and has also 
conducted a summer film program for children in the Los Angeles area. He 
served as Director, Cinemotographer and Editor of 45365. 

Turner Ross  has worked in the Art Departments of Feature films produced by 
Cinemotion (My Own Love Song, 2009), 20th Century Fox (Idiocracy ,2006), 
Disney (Sky High, 2005 - Déjà vu, 2006), Universal (Skeleton Key, 2005), as well 
as the FX Channel (The Riches, 2007), and several independent ventures.  He 
served as co-Director and Cinemotographer on 45365. 

 

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 

 

Since I can remember Turner and I have documented our surroundings through 
various mediums. We’ve had a continual love affair with the people around us 
and the moment at hand.  We don’t want fleeting things to pass so we’ve tried to 
capture them in some way.  In our film work we focus on images and the people 
in those images – the storyteller rather than the story itself – and in the moments 
and landscapes that we find ourselves in.  This project found us in a small town 
in Ohio - the town where both of us were born.  We arrived, back after many 
years, and sought to capture the images that had haunted us since our leaving - 
images we hadn’t seen before on film, images we wanted to see.  It was a very 
private and personal venture, just the two of us with a camera and no funding, 
and so it is with great humility that we present it here for your consideration. We 
very much hope that you’ll enjoy the images we captured in a small American 
town over the course of nine months. - Bill Ross 

 



 

PRESS QUOTES 

 

A documentary about the splendor and idiosyncrasies of daily life in Sidney, 
Ohio, won for best documentary feature… “We all loved both these films – those 
of us who work on the festival actually love them all – but we were especially 
excited that the jury chose ‘45365,’ which is an amazing, challenging film,” said 
Janet Pierson, producer of the South by Southwest film festival. 

 - David CARR, The New York Times 

 

Meticulously balancing cinema-verite intimacy and dreamlike reverie, "45365" 
fashions a seductive, fascinating tapestry of small-town life by interweaving 
seemingly random glimpses of residents in Sidney, Ohio. Sibling documakers Bill 
Ross IV and Turner Ross are natives of the Ohio hamlet, which may explain how 
they gained the confidence of the unaffected locals. Even so, the filmmakers 
often come across as dispassionate anthropologists, treating their subjects with a 
bemused curiosity that, fortunately, never curdles into condescension. Winner of 
the documentary prize at the recent SXSW Film Festival, the pic could attract 
venturesome ticket-buyers.  

- Joe LEYDON, Variety 

 

One of the great pleasures of festivals such as SXSW is discovering hidden 
gems that you might not otherwise have seen. And one of my favorite discoveries 
of SXSW 2009 is Bill and Turner Ross' sublime documentary, 45365.  

- Matthew LUCAS, From the Front Row 
 



 

SCREENINGS TO DATE 

 

SXSW, Austin, Texas 

Full Frame Documentary Film Festival, Durham, NC 

Film Dayton Film Festival 

Rooftop Films, Brooklyn, New York 

Athens Int’l Film + Video Festival, Athens, Ohio 

Calgary International Film Festival, Canada 

London Film Festival, UK 

Savannah Film Festival, Savannah, GA 

Torino Film Festival, Torino, Italy 

Starz Denver Film Festival, Denver, CO 

CinemaSalem, Salem, MA 

Zeitgeist Theater, New Orleans, LA 

Museum of Modern Art, New York, NY 

Starz Denver Film Society, Denver, CO 

Northwest Film Forum, Seattle, WA 

 

 

 



 

 

AWARDS 

 

Grand Jury Prize SXSW 2009 

Independent Spirit Award Winner – Chaz and Roger Ebert Truer Than Fiction 
Award for an emerging director of a non-fiction feature 

HONORABLE MENTION - HBO New Filmmakers Award Full Frame Film 
Festival 

Special Documentary Feature Jury Prize at the Newport International Film 
Festival 

Special Mention/New Voices in Documentary at Calgary International Film 
Festival 

Special Jury Prize for Artistic Vision at the 2009 Sidewalk Moving Picture Festival 

Top documentary prize at the Savannah Film Festival 

Nominated for Cinema Eye Honors – Outstanding Achievement in 
Cinematography 

Nominated for Cinema Eye Honors – Outstanding Achievement in Editing 

Nominated for Cinema Eye Honors – Outstanding Achievement in a Debut 
Feature Film 



 

 

 


