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ABOUT 7TH ART
Seventh Art Releasing was founded in 1994 by Udy Epstein and Jonathan
Cordish to distribute award-winning independent and foreign films to
audiences in the United States and abroad. With a focus on Jewish culture,
history and current affairs, our films (including The Long Way Home,
Eyewitness, and many others) have been nominated for and received
Academy Awards, Emmy Awards, and almost every major festival award.
Our films cover topics such as the Holocaust, Israel, Jewish culture, Jewish
music, important and influential Jewish figures, the Middle East, politics,
social issues, conflict, comedy, children’s films, love and marriage, and
sports along with many films that defy categorization.
To find more information about our Jewish-themed titles, trailers and
synopses, visit the online catalog at www.7thart.com/Jewish-Highlights/

HOW TO ORDER OUR FILMS
FOR SCREENINGS
We make our films available for screenings large and small, whether it is a
small congregation, film festival, fundraiser, or public screening event. We
provide package deals for multiple films. We welcome your programming
questions and are happy to consult with organizers and programmers to find
the best fit for your event. To book one of our films, contact us via phone
or email at booking@7thart.com. Please be ready to provide us with the
number of screenings you plan to have and audience size in addition to any
other details regarding your event.
EDUCATIONAL PURCHASE
Our films are available for educational use in the classroom and library
lending at any organization or institution that provides learning opportunities.
To order or get more information regarding our films for educational use,
please contact us by phone or by email at edu@7thart.com.
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50 CHILDREN: THE RESCUE MISSION OF MR. & MRS. KRAUS
Directed by Steven Pressman 		 63 min.

“Heart-wrenching, thrilling and above all
relevant.” —The New York Times
Gilbert and Eleanor Kraus never intended to become heroes. But in
early 1939, as conditions were worsening for Jews living inside Nazi
Germany, the Philadelphia couple embarked on a risky and
improbable mission—an effort to rescue 50 Jewish children and bring
them to safety in the United States.
The couple faced imposing obstacles. The United States government
was largely indifferent to the plight of Jewish refugees. The Krauses, who were Jewish, also had to face the
risks of traveling into Nazi Germany and dealing with the Gestapo and other Nazi officials in their effort to
carry out their bold rescue plan. 50 CHILDREN: THE RESCUE MISSION OF MR. & MRS. KRAUS for the
first time tells the incredible story of an American couple who, against all odds, brought the single largest
group of children during the Holocaust out of Nazi Germany and into the United States. In doing so, they
transformed themselves from an ordinary couple into extraordinary heroes.
Categories: Jewish History, War, Holocaust

THE STURGEON QUEENS
Directed by Julie Cohen 							

To subscribe to our newsletters, send an email to news@7thart.com and put
“Jewish films” in the subject line.
P: 323.259.8259 • F: 323.474.6371
6579 Pickwick Street, Los Angeles, CA 90042
7thart.com • facebook/7thartreleasing • twitter.com/7thartreleasing

52 min.

Audience Choice Award, San Diego Jewish
Film Festival
Jerusalem Jewish Film Fest

Four generations of a Jewish immigrant family create Russ and
Daughters, a Lower East Side lox and herring emporium that survives
and thrives. Produced to coincide with the 100th anniversary of the
store, this documentary features an extensive interview with two of
the original daughters for whom the store was named, now 100 and
92 years old, and interviews with prominent enthusiasts of the store
including Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, New Yorker writer Calvin Trillin, actor Maggie
Gyllenhaal, chef Mario Batali and 60 Minutes correspondent Morley Safer. Rather than a conventional
narrator, the filmmakers bring together six colorful longtime fans of the store, in their 80s and 90s, who sit
around a table of fish reading the script in the style of a passover Seder.
Categories: Women, Food, American Culture

THE RETURN
Directed by Adam Zucker 							

CONTACT US

A R T

83 min.

Before World War II, Poland’s 3.5 million Jews made the country the
epicenter of the Jewish world. Today less than 20,000 Jews live there.
Due to the Holocaust and ensuing Soviet era, Poland’s remaining
Jews hid their identity from their children. With the fall of Communism
in 1989 a young generation of Jews began learning their long-buried
ancestry. THE RETURN focuses on four women in their 20’s who
face the unique challenge of trying to create an identity in a vacuum,
with little knowledge of their heritage. THE RETURN depicts their
valiant efforts at creating a new, authentic Jewish community in a
country still regarded in the U.S. as the “Jewish graveyard.”
Categories: Holocaust, Women
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QUALITY BALLS: THE DAVID STEINBERG STORY
Directed by Barry Avrich 							

` PORTRAIT
75 min.

“Wonderful clips revealing how satiric comedy
emerged as the most potent critique of North
American politics and culture of a tumultuous
era.” —Phil McCarten, Toronto Star
David Steinberg, the comic who’s influenced an entire generation, is
now back on stage. Born in Winnipeg, he attended Yeshiva in
Chicago, abandoning his studies to join the legendary Second City.
He never looked back. The film features priceless archival footage of
his performances, including The Tonight Show with Johnny Carson,
where he was second only to Bob Hope in the number of appearances, and the standup shows that put him
in the ranks of George Carlin and Richard Pryor. Featuring in the film: Jerry Seinfeld, Larry David, Dave
Foley, Norm Macdonald, Alan Zweibel, Martin Short and more.
Categories: Art, Comedy, Jewish Culture

THE HOLY GATHERING
Directed by Naamit Mor Haim and Nahum Grinberg 				

60 min.

World Premiere Haifa International Film Festival
The Holy Gathering documents the fascinating journey of three men
brought up completely secular on Kibbutzim and their search for a
more spiritually fulfilling life. The world from which they came, the
agricultural collective communities of Israeli Kibbutzim, created a void
in these men. They sought out spirituality by exploring the Eastern
methods, only to end up discovering the Jewish religion instead.
Filmed over the course of six years, we see the ups and downs of
these mens’ lives as they struggle to integrate religion into their way
of life while being pulled by family and society to do the opposite.
Categories: Religion, Israel, Jewish Culture

TRANSIT
Directed by Hannah Espia 							

N E W

93 min.

The Philippines’ entry to the 86th Academy

Awards
“Transit is a marvel... tremendous” —Twitch Film
TRANSIT explores the intersecting stories of Filipinos in Tel Aviv
when the threat of a law deporting the children of migrant workers
looms over their precarious lives. Janet, a domestic worker on an
expired visa, struggles to hide her half-Israeli daughter, Yael—a
rebellious teenager caught up in a juvenile romance. Most endangered
in the situation is Janet’s four-year-old nephew, Joshua, whom Janet
and Yael watch over because the boy’s father, Moises, must work out of town during the week as a caregiver.
Joshua is the most vulnerable to the deportation law because he is under the age of five and therefore must
be kept hidden otherwise he risks being seen by the immigration authorities, who regularly patrol the
neighborhood. The film also explores the life of a young lady, Tina, who arrives to start a new life in Israel.
Transit examines what it means to be a family and what it means to be a stranger, within one’s home and in
a foreign land.
Categories: Asia, Women, Drama, Israel, Human RIghts
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OF WALLY

Directed by Andrew Shea 							

90 min.

“[A] bombshell! Portrait of Wally isn’t just about
stolen art: It’s about cultural skulduggery, political
sleaze, institutional hypocrisy and the virtues of
persistence.” —John Anderson in Variety
“Portrait of Wally”, Egon Schiele’s tender picture of his mistress,
Walburga (“Wally”) Neuzil, is the pride of the Leopold Museum in
Vienna. But for 13 years the painting was locked up in New York,
caught in a legal battle between the Austrian museum and the Jewish
family from whom the Nazis seized the painting in 1939.
PORTRAIT OF WALLY traces the history of this iconic image, which was looted by the Nazis from a Jewish
family in 1939 and surprisingly resurfaced on loan to the Museum of Modern Art in Manhattan in 1997. The
case brought the story of Nazi art loot into the open, eventually forcing museums in Europe and the U.S. to
search their own collections for suspect objects. The case was resolved in dramatic fashion in the summer
of 2010, but only after the history of Schiele’s extraordinary painting was unearthed to revisit the crimes of
the Holocaust and to witness the reluctance of major institutions in Europe and New York to send the “last
prisoners of war” back to their families.
Categories: Art History, Jewish History, American History, Holocaust, War, Politics

BROADWAY MUSICALS: A JEWISH LEGACY
Directed by Michael Kantor 							

90 min.

“A truly memorizing documentary to watch.”
—Pop Matters
BROADWAY MUSICALS: A JEWISH LEGACY explores the unique
role of Jewish composers and lyricists in the creation of the modern
American musical and many of the songs that comprise “The
American Songbook.” Over the fifty-year period of its development,
the songs of the Broadway musical were created almost exclusively
by Jewish Americans. A virtual behind-the-scenes-of-Broadway, the
film mixes and mingles ethnic cultural history with entertaining
perspectives on the origins and meaning of some of Broadway’s most beloved songs, showcasing the work
of some of the nation’s pre-eminent creators of musical theatre including Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, George
and Ira Gershwin, Lorenz Hart, Richard Rodgers, Oscar Hammerstein II and more.
Categories: Music, American Culture, Art, Jewish Culture

70 HESTER STREET
Directed by Casimir Nozkowski 						

10 min.

World Premiere, Tribeca Film Festival
70 HESTER STREET is about the director Casimir Nozkowski’s
childhood home, all childhood homes and the lives of old buildings.
The 140-year-old building he grew up in was a former synagogue,
whiskey still, raincoat factory and art studio my parents rented for 45
years. When the building was sold in 2012, he started filming it just as
his parents moved out. He wanted to capture all the history the
building contained before its new owner could erase it. He filmed his
neighborhood where countless lives had passed through and
examined that legacy, the threat of development bearing down on it.
Categories: Short Film
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HANNAH COHEN’S HOLY COMMUNION

WHEREVER YOU GO
Directed by Rony Sasson Angel 						

40 min.

Official Selection, San Francisco Jewish

Directed by Shimmy Marcus 							

Film Festival

Years after cutting herself off from her Orthodox family, Zohara (30)
decides to show up at her younger sister’s wedding. On her way to
the wedding she meets Neriman (20), a young Bedouin woman,
who’s escaping an arranged wedding forced upon her with her
cousin. Zohara finds herself becoming an unintentional accomplice in
Neriman’s escape. Zohara and Neriman’s crossing paths create a
powerful encounter between two worlds, reflecting each woman’s struggle with self definition and the
expression of self in a “predetermined world.”
Categories: Drama, Women, Marriage and Parenting, Jewish Culture, Middle East

Set in Dublin in the 1970’s this film explores a rarely glimpsed Ireland,
as seen through the eyes of spirited seven year old, Hannah Cohen.
Hannah can’t wait to make her Holy Communion—only problem is
she’s Jewish! An Irish/Jewish film with an international feel, the beauty
of the story lies in its simplicity, humour, and the universal desire to fit
in.
Categories: Religion, Short Film

THE PRICE OF KINGS: SHIMON PERES
Directed by Joanna Natasegara and Richard Symons 				

70 min.

“Finally what you discover is that you don’t decide upon your own
orbit. It’s time and conditions and demands that decide. You are not a
man with free choice. You are to a great deal a prisoner of the
circumstances.” —Shimon Peres, THE PRICE OF KINGS

“A documentary full of poetry.” —Nobel
Prize-Winning poet Derek Walcott
Kenny Mann’s parents were Polish and Romanian secular Jews and
Socialists who fled Europe to settle in Kenya as refugees in 1942.
Born and raised there, Mann examines how their Jewish Socialist
values enabled them to fully adapt to and profoundly identify with
Africa and Africans. While British settlers claimed land and exploited
African people, her parents fully engaged with Africa and the African
identity, devoting their lives to fighting hunger, disease and poverty

Set against the backdrop of their lives between the Mau Mau uprising of the 1950s and Independence in
1963, the author examines her own identity as a “British” girl in an Eastern European family, as a white in an
African country and as an anti-colonialist in a colony. She also explores her siblings’ identities as they search
for meaning through African tribal and spiritual rituals, presenting a fascinating examination of Jewish identity
and an exposition of Kenya’s colonial history from a unique point of view. Rare archival footage helps to
integrate the family’s lives in Kenya with major political events, such as the assassinations of the young Tom
Mboya and of Bruce McKenzie, both close family friends.

60 min.

“A penetrating portrait” —The Jewish Chronicle
“Uncompromising” —Huffington Post
“Outstanding!” —The National

BEAUTIFUL TREE, SEVERED ROOTS
Directed by Kenny Mann 							

13 min.

Best Short, Washington Jewish Film Festival

Official Selection, Toronto Jewish Film Festival

and becoming politically influential.

F R O M

At the age of 90, Shimon Peres is the last of the “Founding Fathers”
of Israel and the world’s oldest standing leader. Shimon Peres has quite literally spent a lifetime at the seat
of power since that very day and with a seven-decade-long career in politics at the heart of the Middle East
conflict. But despite winning the Nobel Peace Prize, the state of Israel he so passionately helped to build
remains at war. In front of the camera in THE PRICE OF KINGS, Peres speaks about the mistakes he
committed, the grief he felt after the infamous assasination of Yitzhak Rabin, and the compromises he was
forced to make, helping us answer the question, what is leadership?
Categories: Israel, World Affairs, Politics, Jewish History, Middle East

MOM, DAD, I’M MUSLIM
Directed by Anat Tel Mendelovich 						

58 min.

Official Selection, Haifa Int’l Film Festival

Shot in Kenya, Poland and Romania, the unconventional format of six chapters utilizes live and archival
footage, a variety of visual elements, Mann’s parents’ voices culled from 30 years of cassette tape
correspondence, music, and the filmmaker’s own narration.
Categories: World Affairs, Indigenous Cultures, Africa

that May is no ordinary woman.

Four years ago, May Davidovich, a young woman born to devout
Jewish parents in a small Israeli town, converted to Islam. She was
18. Now 22, May wants a family and children and is in search of a
Muslim husband. Her challenge is to find someone who will accept
her and her unusual family. May still lives with her devout Jewish
mother and her father who believes all Muslims should be removed
from the land. Adding to May’s complicated family life the difficulty of
living in a community that largely disagrees with her choice of
conversion to the point of threats against her, and it becomes clear
Categories: Marriage and Parenting, Religion, Jewish Culture, Islam
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18 VOICES SING KOL NIDRE

400 MILES TO FREEDOM
Directed by Avishai Yeganyahu Mekonen and Shari Rothfarb Mekonen 			

60 min.

World Premiere New York Jewish Film Festival

Directed by Allen Oren 							

“That night I just remember running. No time to catch your breath, just
running, because you want to be gone from the village before the sun
comes up.” —Avishai Mekonen, 400 MILES TO FREEDOM
In 1984, the Beta Israel, a secluded 2,500-year-old community
of observant Jews in the northern Ethiopian mountains, fled a
dictatorship and began a secret and dangerous journey of escape.
Co-director Avishai Mekonen, then 10 years old, was among them. In
this film, he breaks his 20-year silence about the brutal kidnapping he
endured as a child in Sudan during his community’s exodus out of Africa. This life-defining event launches an
inquiry into identity, leading him to African, Asian and Latino Jews in Israel and the U.S.
Categories: Africa, Israel, Religion, Human Rights, Jewish Culture

40 min.

“A marvelous film. It is magnificent, eloquent, and
instructive.” —Dorothy Rabinowitz, Wall Street
Journal TV Critic and Pulitzer Prize Winner
The Kol Nidre, chanted at the start of the sacred Yom Kippur holiday,
is Judaism’s best known prayer. And yet it’s also the least known.
18 VOICES SING KOL NIDRE is the first documentary to tell the
prayer’s rich story. It shows how the Kol Nidre’s words caused
centuries of persecution, but how its poignant melody saved it from
itself, how it became a Jewish anthem and an object of intense interest for non-Jews as well.
Categories: Short Film, Jewish Culture, Religion, Music

AFTER THE SILENCE
Directed by Stephanie Burder 							

Official Selection, Haifa International

82 min.

Film Festival

“That’s why I no longer just call him ‘the terrorist.’ I call him by his
name: Shadi Tobassi.” —Yael Armanet-Chrnobroda
March 31, 2002: Shadi Tobassi, a suicide bomber from Jenin, blew
himself up in the Arab-owned Matza Restaurant in Haifa, killing 15
people. Among the victims was Dov Chernobroda, an Israeli architect
who had dedicated his life to the peace process. Eight years later, his
widow Yael decides to contact the Tobassi family, in an attempt to break down the wall of silence that existed
on both sides. ‘Nach Der Stille’ is the extraordinarily brave, moving story of their journey.
Categories: Politics, World Affairs, Jewish Culture, Middle East

AWAY FROM THE TRIBE’S CENTER
Directed by Tom Carmi 							

58 min.

Tel-Aviv Documentary Film Festival
This is a story of six men and women who established in the seventies
a Jewish-Palestinian Marxist movement named “The Workers
Alliance” and attempted to organize workers into trade-unions. Their
dream was to establish a common state for both nations. The film
documents the lives of the ex-revolutionaries. Being outside the
consensus, is for the characters a way of life and a main characteristic.
In the seventies they were considered Trojan Horses by the Israeli
society. Today, thirty years later, they speak again.
Categories: Women, Jewish Culture, Religion, Israel, History, Politics
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CIRCUMCISE ME: THE COMEDY OF YISRAEL CAMPBELL

BAD FAITH
Directed by Roschdy Zem 							

84 min.

Directed by David Blumenfeld and Matthew Kalman 				

Clara, a Jew, and Ismael, an Arab, are a happy couple. When Clara
becomes pregnant, they are over the moon. Everything’s fine...until
they realize they have to tell their parents. Similar to a contemporary
update of GUESS WHO’S COMING TO DINNER?, director Roschdy
Zem brings a deft comedic touch and poignancy to a romantic
comedy for our troubled times.
Categories: Fiction, French Cinema, Religion, Love

BROTHERS
Directed by Igaal Niddam 							

116 min.

“Profound authenticity at a time when Israelis are
increasingly struggling with what it means to be a
Jewish state.” —Vancouver Jewish Film Festival
Dan chooses to work on the land, living in a kibbutz in the south of
Israel. Aaron, his brother is a doctor of law and philosophy and a
distinguished scholar of the Torah. He comes to Jerusalem from the
United States to defend the rights of Torah students. The conflict
which arises between the two brothers reflects that of a society torn
between its religious and political principles. With restrictions on the
increase and injustices multiplying, Israel today is on the brink of civil war. This film opens a subtle yet
essential debate on the question of separation of the state and religion in Israel.
Categories: Drama, Fiction, Religion, Politics, Family

CALIFORNIA SHMEER
Directed by Alan H. Rosenberg 						

25 min.

350 years after the establishment of the first Jewish community in
North America, Jewish food plays a central role in the American
culinary experience. No better example of this phenomenon exists
than the bagel.
Categories: Food, Jewish Culture, Jewish History

48 min.

“As far as we know, Lenny Bruce never had sex
with an Orthodox Jew, but if he had he would
have produced Yisrael Campbell.”
—London Guardian

“A Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner? for the 21st
century.” —Variety

“Is it hot in here, or am I the only one dressed for Poland in the 17th
century?” Yisrael Campbell looks more like a rabbi than a comedian,
but don’t be fooled by the big black hat, frock coat and Hasidic sidecurls. Born Chris Campbell, the son of an ex-nun and a Catholic
schoolteacher, he converted to Judaism not once, but three times Reform, Conservative and Orthodox. His spiritual journey began as a drug-drenched teenager in Philadelphia
and ended in Jerusalem among the suicide bombs of the Palestinian intifada. So what’s to laugh about? It’s
the way he tells it. CIRCUMCISE ME is a hilarious, searching and moving story of one man’s quest for
spiritual enlightenment against the bewildering backdrop of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
Categories: Israel, Middle East, Politics, Love and War

CONFRONTATION AT CONCORDIA
Directed by Martin Himel 							

45 min.

“Confrontation at Concordia takes a deeper look
at the disturbing political extremism on college
campuses, and that the 2002 riots should be
taken as a warning sign.” —The Jewish Channel
On September 9th, 2002, at Montreal’s Concordia University, student
union activists staged a violent protest to stop former Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu from addressing the Jewish student
movement, Hillel, resulting in a riot and cancellation of the event. Hillel
is a major international Jewish student organization with branches in
almost every North American university. Throughout the months that followed, the student union demonstrated
strong post-9/11 anti-American sentiment and, further, banned Hillel on campus, provoking angry outcries of
anti-Semitism. CONFRONTATION AT CONCORDIA examines intolerance and violent activism in a
microcosm of North American society—a university campus. Fueling this confrontation is the contentious
issue of the long-standing conflict in the Middle East between Israelis and Palestinians.
Categories: Israel, History, Middle East, Politics, Religion, War

THE CONSUL OF BORDEAUX
Directed by Francisco Manso and Joao Correa 					

90 min.

European Union Film Festival Selection
This is the story of Aristides de Sousa Mendes, a man of conviction
who saved 30,000 lives during World War II, in June 1940. Among
them were 10,000 Jews. As the Portuguese General Consul stationed
in Bordeaux, France, he issued 30,000 visas for safe passage to
Portugal. He defied the direct orders of his government and exhibited
courage, moral rectitude, unselfishness, and self-sacrifice by issuing
visas to all refugees regardless of nationality, race, religion or political
opinions. This narrative film expresses his heroic actions towards
humanity, which will perpetuate his legacy of justice for a new
generation. In 1966, Yad Vashem named him Righteous Among the Nations. He is considered to have
achieved the largest single rescue operation of World War II.
Categories: Drama, Jewish History, Holocaust
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FREEDOM FIGHTERS OF NILI

ESCAPELAND
Directed by Oren Tirosh 							

Official Selection, Haifa International

52 min.

Directed by Leora Chai 							

Film Festival

ESCAPELAND follows a love story that develops against all odds
between Eshel, a young Israeli woman from a kibbutz and Adel, a
Sudanese Muslim and a UN refugee, who is not allowed entry into
Israel. The couple has two children, and for years now Eshel is forced
to constantly travel between a remote beach in Sinai (Egypt) where
Adel lives and works, and her mother’s home in Kibbutz Ein-Shemer.
The family shifts between hope for a future together, and despair
about the economic and bureaucratic obstacles.
Categories: Human Rights, War, Israel Africa, Islam, Immigration

EXODUS 1947
Directed by Robby Henson & Elizabeth Rodgers 					

56 min.

“The very model of a meticulous yet exciting
step-by-step account of a major historical event.”
—The Los Angeles Times
After World War II, a group of private American citizens banded
together in a clandestine effort to transport Holocaust survivors to
Palestine. On July 11, 1947, in the port of Sête, France, 4,500 Jewish
refugees were crammed into the hull of a decrepit steamship, later
named Exodus 1947.
A British blockade intercepted Exodus 1947 in international waters off the coast of Palestine. The tense
standoff culminated in a direct attack by military personnel against the unarmed civilians on the Exodus 1947.
This highly publicized international incident heavily influenced the United Nations resolution authorizing the
partitioning of Palestine into separate Jewish and Arab states. Thus, the Exodus 1947 voyage acted as a
catalyst in forming a new nation.
EXODUS 1947 is a one hour documentary narrated by Morley Safer with a score by Ilan Rechtman.
Categories: Israel, War, Middle East, Holocaust, History, Palestine

76 min.

Not comic book or movie spies,
but real Jewish ones.
Bronze Telly Award
The Freedom Fighters of NILI is a documentary film about the heroic
efforts of the Aaronsohns and the NILI spy network, which assisted
the British in its fight against the Ottoman Empire in Palestine during
World War I. NILI (Hebrew language) is an acronym from I Samuel
15:29; transliteration: Netzakh Yisrael Lo Yishaker, literal translation:
“The Eternity of Israel will not lie.”
Categories: Israel, Holocaust, Human Rights, Immigration,
Jewish, Religion, World Affairs

FROM SHTETL TO SWING
Directed by Fabienne Rousso-Lenoir 						

52 min.

“Quite moving in its portrayal of a lost time, world
and culture.” —All About Jewish Theatre
Between 1880 and 1924, 2.5 million Jews fled persecution in Russia
and Eastern Europe, kissed the shtetl goodbye and migrated to
America. Turning a fresh, playful eye to the cultural attitudes and
musical styles that proliferated throughout this extraordinarily rich
period, from Yiddish theater to musical extravaganza, from klezmer to
ragtime, from symphonic jazz to swing—all the way from the Bowery
to Tin Pan Alley to Broadway to Hollywood—FROM SHTETL TO
SWING recounts the ebullient, screaming-to-be-told story of a musical metamorphosis born in darkest
Russia only to blaze across the sky of the Great White Way.
Categories: Music, Jewish Culture, Jewish History, American History, American Culture

HOLY LAND HARDBALL
Directed by Brett Rapkin and Erik Kesten 					

83 min.

“Peanuts, Beer and Knishes: Bringing Baseball to
Israel” —The Jewish Journal

EYEWITNESS
Directed by Bert Van Bork 							

30 min.

Academy Award Nominee, Best Documentary
Short

A compelling examination of the lives of three artists forced to work in
secret while living in Nazi death camps during World War II: Jan
Komski, Dinah Gottliebova and Felix Nussbaum, who more than fifty
years ago witnessed and painted the horrors of the Holocaust.
Categories: Art, Culture, Holocaust, War, History, WWII

When Boston bagel maker Larry Baras wanted to create a professional
baseball league in Israel, his idea was met with incredulity, dismissal
and even hostility. He attempted it anyway.
Among the ballplayers swept up in his unlikely quest: a 41-year-old
father of three with a Peter Pan complex; a 27-year-old Brooklyn artist/
DJ still finding himself after the disappointment of not being drafted
out of college; a 34-year-old father-to-be whose own father, now deceased, fought for Israel’s independence
in 1948; and a 22-year-old African-American who was told by a preacher at a young age he would one day
“play in front of God’s people.” Also along for the ride are former Jewish major leaguers Art Shamsky, Ken
Holtzman, and Ron Blomberg—as team managers in the Israel Baseball League. HOLYLAND HARD BALL
is an engaging account of their dream to bring America’s pastime to the Middle East.
Categories: Sports, Jewish Culture, Israel

F R O M

7 T H

A R T ’ S

L I B R A R Y

F R O M

7 T H

A R T ’ S

L I B R A R Y

KOSHER GEFILTE-FILM

IN HEAVEN, UNDERGROUND
Directed by Britta Wauer 							

90 min.

Directed by Aran Patinkin 							

IN HEAVEN, UNDERGROUND: THE WEISSENSEE JEWISH
CEMETERY is an enchanting journey into history that celebrates life
and the immortality of memories. North of Berlin’s noisy city centre,
surrounded by a jungle of trees and lush foliage, lies the peaceful and
secluded 130-year-old Weissensee Jewish Cemetery, the oldest
Jewish cemetery still in use in Europe. Its one hundred acres hold 115,000 graves and a meticulous archive
record. The cemetery has never closed, and was one of the few institutions to remain in Jewish hands during
the Nazi regime. Award-winning director Britta Wauer’s charming portrait creates a serene experience
following a delightful array of characters from around the world: mourners, tourists, a young family residing
at the cemetery, a third-generation grave digger and an ornithologist studying rare birds of prey.
Categories: Religion, History, Germany, WWII, Holocaust

JEALOUS OF THE BIRDS
Directed by Jordan Bahat 							

78 min.

Winner, Best Documentary, Warsaw Jewish
Film Festival
“A new tack on the Holocaust documentary.”
—Variety

Some 15,000 Holocaust survivors remained in Germany after World
War II. How could they stay? JEALOUS OF THE BIRDS was born
from this pivotal question. Filmmaker Jordan Bahat begins this quest
with a desire to understand the choices made by his own grandparents.
In interviews with survivors, their children and other Germans, Bahat
explores what it means for victims to live among perpetrators and for children of those perpetrators to deal
with the guilt born from the crimes of their parents. The film becomes a conversation about the effects of
these relationships on future generations and the human capacity to confront and rebuild.
Categories: Jewish History, Holocaust, Immigration, Marriage and Parenting, Israel

THE KLEZMATICS: ON HOLY GROUND
Directed by Erik Greenberg Anjou 						

106 min.

Closing Night Film, San Francisco Jewish

Film Festival
“The Klezmatics: On Holy Ground combines the
best elements of a backstage doc, a concert film
and an eye-opening lesson in remixing Jewish
culture.” —Inside Bay Area
THE KLEZMATICS: ON HOLY GROUND is a feature-length
documentary following a Grammy Award-winning, New York-based
klezmer band on tour. The Klezmatics have made numerous television and radio appearances, including
PBS’s Great Performances series with Itzhak Perlman as well as on Garrison Keillor’s A Prairie Home
Companion on NPR. In 2006 the band released Wonder Wheel: Lyrics by Woody Guthrie. It was the their first
English language LP and won a Grammy Award for Best World Music. Erik Greenberg Anjou and crew
followed The Klezmatics for over three years capturing the band’s highs, their lows, and ultimately their
relentless march forward.
Categories: Music, Jewish Culture, Jewish History

52 min.

For many years it was prohibited for the ultra orthodox Jews to be
filmed or photographed or to express themselves freely in any media.
Since the slow infiltration of computers into their homes their children
have been more and more exposed to secular values. Today there is
a wave of demand for ‘Kosher’ films. KOSHER GEFILTE-FILM
follows the preparation of an Orthodox Jewish film, providing colorful
drama while subtly exposing the grave transformation occurring in the
Jewish Orthodox world today.
Categories: Film & Film History, History, Israel,
Jewish Culture, Religion

“A cemetery film that couldn’t be livelier. Sad and
funny!” —Der Tagesspiegel
Panorama Audience Award, Berlin International
Film Festival

KURT GERRON’S KARUSSELL
Directed by Ilona Ziok 							

63 min.

A bittersweet film by Ilona Ziok about the journey of a Jewish
entertainer, Kurt Gerron, during the Holocaust. Gerron (co-star of von
Sternberg’s THE BLUE ANGEL) opened a cabaret, KARUSSELL, in
the Nazi concentration camp of Thereseinstadt. In 1944, he was
forced to direct a propaganda film, THE FUEHRER GAVE THE
JEWS A CITY, in exchange for his life. The film was shown to the
International Red Cross in 1944 as part of the Nazis’ attempt to
convince the world that Jews were treated well in the camps. In 1944,
Gerron’s life and work came to an abrupt end in an Auschwitz gas
chamber.
Categories: Holocaust , Jewish History

THE LAST JEW FROM DROHOBYCH
Directed by Paul Rosdy 							

94 min.

World Premiere, Vienna International Film Festival
Alfred Schreyer will tell you he’s the only surviving pre-World War II
Jewish resident in Drohobych, Ukraine. He’s likely right. Schreyer
was a student of the eminent Polish writer, Bruno Schulz in the 1930s,
survived the forced labor and concentration camps of the Nazi
occupation and became a singer and violinist in the local Cinema
Lobby Orchestra, a truly unique Soviet tradition in cinema culture.
With his life story chronicling a century of resilience triumphing over
tragedy in Drohobych, Alfred Schreyer is living history.
Categories: Jewish Culture, Holocaust, History, War
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LIGA TEREZIN

Directed by Michael Pertnoy and Michael Kleiman 					

84 min.

Winner, Best Documentary, LA Jewish
Film Festival
“Several individual stories woven into one by the
brilliance of the directors, a film at once beautiful
and hopeful.” —Huffington Post
Following the lives of survivors of four different genocides and mass
atrocities—The Holocaust, Rwanda, Darfur, and Congo, THE LAST
SURVIVOR presents a unique opportunity to learn from the lessons
and mistakes of our past in order to have a lasting social impact on how we act collectively in the face of
similar issues today.
Having shot on location in five countries across four continents, the film focuses on the universality of the
horror of genocide—combating the misguided notion that genocide is something that happens “over there.”
Rather, the film asks its audience to consider genocide as an evil that has occurred on nearly every single
continent and one that affects all of us as humans. In the end, THE LAST SURVIVOR is above all else an
intimate meditation on how one begins to pick up the pieces of a broken life after experiencing such tragedy.
Categories: History, Human Rights, Africa, Jewish History, Islam, War, Holocaust

Directed by Michael Schwartz & Avi Kanner 					

From 1942–1944, on an impoverished field, Jewish prisoners in
Terezin organized and played soccer matches on an set up in the
courtyard of the barracks in which they lived. In the summer of 1944
the Nazis shot a propaganda film directed by Kurt Gerron. Gerron’s
film was shown to the international Red Cross in late 1944 convincing
the organization that there was no extermination in any of the camps.
Oded Breda discovered his uncle, Pavel Breda, in that unique
footage. He takes us to Terezin and from there to the biggest
European soccer clubs and into matches in Holland (Ajax) and England (Tottenham), as well as a visit from
the German National team to Yad Vashem. In Liga Terezin’s extraordinary story, the past and present are
brought together providing an open road for the future.
Categories: Sports, Jewish History, Holocaust, War

LOST TOWN
Directed by Jeremy Goldscheider and Richard Goldgewicht 				

52 min.

“An extraordinary documentary which fully exploits the expressive possibilities of story-telling
through images.” —Religion Today
LEAVING THE FOLD is a documentary film, which tells the story of
five young people born and raised within the ultra-Orthodox Jewish
world who no longer wish to remain on the inside. As children they
grew up in a closed society where deviation from the rules of conduct
is often punishable by ostracism, intimidation, or worse. As young
adults they pay a steep price for abandoning their parents and
community to seek the freedom to make their own choices.
From the Hasidic enclaves of Montreal, Brooklyn and Jerusalem come stories of conflict, coercion and
struggle. Tinged with pain and unexpected humor, LEAVING THE FOLD documents the process by which
our five heroes emerged from a strictly controlled society into a baffling secular world of endless choices:
What should I wear? What shall I become? Who will I marry? Once everything was decided for them. Now
they must decide for themselves. But the answers don’t always come easily.
Categories: Religion, Family, American Culture, Jewish Culture

66 min.

“A remarkable documentary that serves both as
memorial to a vanished way of life and as celebration of persistence.” —Cleveland Jewish News

LEAVING THE FOLD
Directed by Eric R. Scott 							

52 min.

Warsaw Jewish Film Festival

LOST TOWN tells the story of one man’s obsessive search to get
closer to his deceased father by uncovering the story of his family’s
town of Trochenbrod. First made famous by Jonathan Safran Foer’s
Everything Is Illuminated, Trochenbrod was the only all-Jewish town
to ever exist outside of Palestine. Trochenbrod’s 5,000 Jews were
obliterated by the Nazis, except for 33 townspeople who escaped the
massacre there. This personal search triggers a resurgence of interest in the town and reconnects the few
remaining survivors who hadn’t seen each other in over 60 years.
Categories: WWII, History, Holocaust, Jewish History, Genealogy

LOVE DURING WARTIME
Directed by Gabriella Bier 							

92 min.

“Well-crafted and poignant!” —Variety
“Heartbreaking and unusually intimate.”
—The Atlantic
LOVE DURING WARTIME follows Osama and Jasmin, newlyweds
trying to build a life together against what look like impossible odds:
she’s Israeli, he’s Palestinian. When their homelands turn their backs
on them, they choose to live in exile. This tender tale of a love
infiltrated by politics follows a real-life Romeo and Juliet on their
odyssey from the Middle East through an inhospitable Europe. As
their hopes rise and fade with each bureaucratic hurdle, will their love survive?
Categories: Israel, Middle East, Politics, Love and War
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MY FIRST WEDDING

MAYOR OF THE WEST SIDE
Directed by Judd Ehrlich 							

38 min.

Directed by Ariel Winograd 							

MAYOR OF THE WEST SIDE tells the complex coming-of-age story
of Mark Puddington, a teenager with multiple disabilities and a local
celebrity in his NYC neighborhood. As Mark prepares for his religious rite-of-passage, a family and community
must begin to consider his life away from home and the West Side. With an original score by Gary Lucas,
Grammy-nominated “guitarist with 1,000 ideas” (New York Times).
Categories: Short Film, American Culture, Disabilities, Psychology, Jewish Film, Government

In MY FIRST WEDDING (MI PRIMERA BODA), Jewish-born Adrián
and Catholic-born Leonora have finally reached their wedding day.
Instead of gracefully embracing matrimony, Adrián spends the hours
leading up to the ceremony trying to postpone it, not because he’s got
cold feet, but because he’s clumsily lost both his and his bride-to-be’s
sacred wedding rings. Disaster ensues in director Ariel Winograd’s
winning comedy about the politics of the proverbial “Big Day.”
Categories: Comedy, Fiction, Latin America, Jewish Culture,
Marriage

THE NAZI OFFICER’S WIFE
Directed by Liz Garbus 							

92 min.

“Morally audacious and intriguingly original.”
—The New York Times
“Heartbreaking.” —Chicago Tribune
THE MEMORY THIEF is the story of Lukas—an aimless, young man
in contemporary L.A. who buries thoughts of his own past in the
humdrum routine of a tollbooth clerk. A chance encounter with a
Holocaust survivor suddenly brings into focus a world and an identity
he embraces with frightening intensity—the victimized Jews of World
War II. As he begins to enthusiastically act out his newfound
obsession, Lukas, a non-Jew, discovers that survivor’s guilt isn’t just for the Jews anymore. THE MEMORY
THIEF, starring Mark Webber, is a mesmerizing, audacious psychological thriller in the tradition of TAXI
DRIVER.
Categories: Drama, Fiction, Holocaust, Religion, Psychological Thriller

Edith Hahn was an outspoken young woman studying law in Vienna
when the Gestapo forced her into the Jewish ghetto. Knowing she
would become a hunted woman, Edith went underground. A Christian
friend gave Edith her identity papers, and Edith fled to Munich. There
she met Werner Vetter, a Nazi party member who fell in love with her.
And despite her protests and even her eventual confession that she was Jewish, he married her and kept her
identity secret. The two of them—the Nazi and his Jewish wife—lived out the war together, even bearing a
child. The film explores faith, family, identity and love in this complex portrait of a woman who had to bury her
true self in order to survive.
Categories: History, Holocaust, Woman, Jewish, War

PHOTOGRAPHER
Directed by Dariusz Jablonski 							

MY BROTHER’S KEEPER
Directed by Ira A. Feinberg 							

40 min.

The rebirth of Israel.
Told by the men and women who were there.
Out of the ashes of the Holocaust came the birth of a nation and a
victory that led to the rebirth of the Jewish People. After 2000 years
the time had come to return and establish a Jewish State. Despite
insurmountable odds and sacrifice, the men and woman that bound
together to establish the state of Israel is told in this gripping
documentary. MY BROTHER’S KEEPER was filmed during the 60th
Independence Day Anniversary Celebration in Israel in 2008 along
side a group of 1948 Mahal Volunteers. Recollections and amazing stories emerged. A must for any history
buff. MY BROTHER’S KEEPER is a moving documentary that tells Israel’s story of 1948 through the eyes
and ears of those who were there.
Categories: History, Holocaust, Israel, Politics, Mahalnicks

99 min.

“One of the most compelling films the Holocaust
has yet produced.” —Boston Globe
“[A] bewitching and harrowing tale.” —The New
York Times

THE MEMORY THIEF
Directed by Gil Kofman 							

102 min.

Official Selection, Toronto Jewish Film Festival

“Brilliant. Viewers will gain a greater understanding of community, the variation that exists
in communities, and will be motivated to work
toward building a society that actively integrates
all its members.” —Simi Linton, Author, Claiming
Disability: Knowledge and Identity

56 min.

“A touching and exceptionally moving way of
telling a story already told many times. Founded
on thorough research, with a suggestive narrative
structure and elegant use of well known means
in film language, it captures the audience and
evokes deep emotions.” —PRIX EUROPA
In 1987, about 400 color slides photographed between 1939 and
1943 in the Lodz Ghetto in Poland, surfaced in mint condition in
Vienna. They were taken by the ghetto’s top Nazi administrator: Walter Genewein. In PHOTOGRAPHER,
Polish director Dariusz Jablonski juxtaposes the color slides with Genewein’s detailed notes on the color
quality of the slides and the ghetto’s production figures, never reflecting on the human tragedy he is recording.
Categories: Holocaust, Culture, Photography, Nazis, WWII
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SONG OF THE LODZ GHETTO

THE RICH HAVE THEIR OWN PHOTOGRAPHERS
Directed by Ezra Bookstein 							

7 T H

60 min.

Directed by David Kaufman 							

A deeply inspirational film about the life and artwork of America’s
premiere social documentary photographer alive today.
Rogovin began documenting Buffalo’s poorest and working classes,
photographing the disenfranchised, the marginalized and those he
considers “the forgotten ones.” Eventually traveling around the World,
Rogovin collaborated with Pablo Neruda, W.E.B DuBois, and others
at the forefront of the social justice movement. Through his prints Rogovin was able to depict the extreme
inequalities that exist and convey that message through beautiful works of art.
But Rogovin, now 97 years old, never intended to be an artist. Though his entire collection is housed by both
the Library of Congress and the Center for Creative Photography, his prints are his protests—and his only
concern is the fight for social justice.
Categories: Photography, Art, Politics, Social Justice, American History, Labor Rights

122 min.

Brave Old World is “the revival’s first supergroup.
Every player is a virtuoso.” —The Washington
Post

“This is not a good film, it’s a great film. It could
change the world.” —Pete Seeger

Brave Old World’s haunting musical program of street songs from the
Lodz Ghetto serves as the backdrop of David Kaufman’s definitive
new film about the “first and last ghetto” in Poland. The film consists
of chilling narrative, stirring concert performances, unforgettable
photographs and extensive interviews with survivors of the Holocaust
from Lodz.
The film focuses on the lives of two historical figures: the Ghetto’s beloved and popular street-singer, Yankele
Herszkowicz and the Nazi-appointed Jewish leader of the ghetto, Chaim Rumkowski. This documentary
explores the uplifting role that music and culture played for ghetto dwellers who faced the constant fear of
death. This history of the Lodz Ghetto is an extraordinary Holocaust narrative.
Categories: Music, Jewish History, Jewish Culture, Holocaust

STEAL A PENCIL FOR ME

SHIVA (THE SEVEN DAYS)
Directed by Ronit Elkabetz and Shlomi Elkabetz 					

105 min.

Winner, Best Feature, Jerusalem Film Festival
“A beautifully acted, carefully thought out and
heartfelt story” —Jerusalem Post

It is 1991 in the midst of the first Gulf War and Israel is under daily
missile attacks. But in the Ohayon family, tragedy has hit in more
mundane circumstances as beloved Maurice, one of nine brothers
and sisters, has suddenly died. The family gathers for the traditional
seven days of mourning (shiva) in which they are not allowed to leave
the house. The intensity of this situation is a catalyst for more than just
emotional support and communal grief. Jealousy, gossip, long term rivalry and financial problems come to
the fore, as each of the siblings is faced with his frustrated ambitions.
Categories: Drama, Israel, Jewish Culture

SIX DAYS
Directed by Ilan Ziv 								

105 min.

“Ziv generates the tension of a first-rate thriller....”
—Variety
“Absorbing and almost always thought
provoking.” —Jewish Week
Although the fighting lasted only six days in June of 1967, the effects
of the Six Day War are still apparent today. On its 40th anniversary,
the region remains trapped in conflict and is every bit as explosive as
it was then. The consequences of the war, born out of secular
nationalist dreams, unleashed religious conflicts which permeated
the region and the world; the Six Day War has forever changed the politics of the Middle East by helping to
destroy the secular basis of Pan-Arab nationalism and transform secular Zionism. It gave rise to a Palestinian
nationalist movement and helped unleash the fury of fundamentalism. SIX DAYS covers the weeks that
preceded the war, its six days of fighting and the repercussions.
Categories: War, Israel, Zionism, Middle East, Politics

Directed by Michele Ohayon 							

94 min.

“Steal a Pencil is the kind of story that makes one
believe in soulmates; if Jack and Ina can find and
keep each other in the middle of genocide, there
is hope for lovers everywhere.” —The Austin
Chronicle
1943: Holland is under Nazi occupation. In Amsterdam, Jack, an
unassuming accountant, first meets Ina at a birthday party—a
20-year-old beauty from a wealthy family who instantly steals his
heart. But Jack’s pursuit of love will be complicated; he is poor and married to Manja, a flirtatious and
mercurial spouse. When the Jews are being deported, the husband, the wife and the lover find themselves
at the same concentration camp, living in the same barracks. When Jack’s wife objects to the “girlfriend” in
spite of their unhappy marriage, Jack and Ina resort to writing secret love letters, which sustain them
throughout the horrible circumstances of the war. STEAL A PENCIL FOR ME is a compelling documentary
feature film by Academy Award nominee Michele Ohayon about the power of love and the ability of humankind
to rise above unimaginable suffering. Jack: “I’m a very special Holocaust survivor. I was in the camps with my
wife and my girlfriend; and believe me, it wasn’t easy.”
Categories: Holocaust, Love, WWII, History
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TONY CURTIS: DRIVEN TO STARDOM

Directed by John Keith Wasson 						

66 min.

Directed by Ian Ayres 						

“A film that must be seen. More wonderful than
anything Hollywood could have written.”
—The Herald-Sun
As a teenager in Nazi Germany, Jutta is shocked to discover she is
Jewish. She joins the German resistance and meets Helmuth, an
injured soldier. The two become sweethearts and soon coconspirators in the final plot to assassinate Hitler.
This would sound like a pitch for a Hollywood blockbuster were it not
all true. SURVIVING HITLER: A LOVE STORY is in fact a harrowing tale of war, resistance, and survival.
At the center of the documentary is a love story for the ages, with riveting narration by Jutta herself, original
8mm footage (shot by Helmuth) and, miraculously, a happy ending.
Categories: WWII, History, Holocaust, Love, War, Politics

SUSKIND
Directed by Rudolf van den Berg 						

118 min.

Winner, Best Narrative Audience Award, Atlanta
Jewish Film Festival

Amsterdam, summer 1942. Walter Suskind can count himself lucky
that he’s found a job with the Jewish Council, which offers him and his
family protection from deportation to Germany. It is Suskind’s task to
arrange for the detainees to be sent to work in Germany. But when he
discovers what is really awaiting his fellow Jews, he decides to
double-cross the Germans. He befriends a high-ranking SS officer,
Aus der Funten, while cooperating with the underground movement.
With other co-conspirators, he devises cunning ways to help save many children from certain death. But the
lives of Walter and his family are also endangered when Aus der Funten begins to suspect that Walter is not
the trustworthy manager he seems to be. Deeply hurt and feeling betrayed, Aus der Funten takes revenge
on the only person in Amsterdam he feels close to.
Categories: Drama, Jewish History, WWII, Holocaust

TALIYA.DATE.COM
Directed by Taliya Finkel 							

54 min.

Golden Remi Award Winner, Worldfilm Houston
Opening Night Film San Francisco DocFest

In TALIYA.DATE.COM, Taliya Finkel turns the camera on herself and
her journey through the precarious world of internet dating. Aided by
a mouse, a keyboard and Photoshop tricks, she sets out to find true
love. With the guidance of her cynical, gay flat-mate, Oded, she goes
from date to date and hope to humiliation in Tel Aviv, drinking forty-five
cups of coffee and getting involved with a few men and a puppy along
the way. Taliya experiences the bizarre and banal aspects of dating in
the modern age and provides an often funny portrait of looking for romance on the internet, now a part of
every single person’s search for love. A romantic comedy with a feminist tinge, TALIYA.DATE.COM lays bare
the chaotic world of internet dating for us all to see.
Categories: Human Nature, Israel, Jewish, Sexuality, Technology

55/96 min.

Opening Night Film Los Angeles Jewish
Film Festival
“[Tony Curtis] is a gem!” —FilmFestivals.com
Trapeze, Spartacus, Sweet Smell of Success, The Boston Strangler,
Some Like It Hot. Tony Curtis, the man who influenced Elvis Presley
and James Dean, was one of the very first teen idols and one of the
last real movie stars. Through interview’s with Tony’s family, friends
and costars, TONY CURTIS: DRIVEN TO STARDOM explores the
man’s rebellious demeanor, his struggle as a Jew in Hollywood, his
difficult childhood, the brief love affair with Marilyn Monroe and his
failed marriages to actresses Janet Leigh and Christine Kaufman, his courageous stance to break the color
barrier with The Defiant Ones (the film that earned him an Oscar Nomination), and his entire six-decade
career. A sex symbol, a matinee idol, a powerful and magnetic actor, Tony Curtis was the original movie star.
Categories: American Culture, Film History, Jewish Culture

VEGETATIVE LOVE
Directed by Dror Shohet 							

35 min.

World Premiere BAFICI, Argentina
The tree plays an important role in the lives of five characters in IsraelPalestine: A source of income, part of the native landscape, nature to
be preserved, a consumer product, and a nuisance to be removed.
Our attitudes to trees and the range of significances we assign to
them constitute a mirror reflecting human society itself.
A meditation exploring the place of trees in urban landscapes,
arid desert planes, farming communities, and fields across IsraelPalestine. The film follows five characters, each of whom has a special relationship to trees, unravels an
allegory about the place of man in nature.
Categories: Short Film, Israel, Nature, Environment, Jewish Culture
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