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THE ART OF FLIGHT 
Directed by Davin Anders Hutchins 

The Art Of Flight is a guerrilla documentary that was shot illegally in Egypt on 
camcorders and a laptop. This feature-length film tells the story of three people – a 
refugee from southern Sudan, a human rights activist from northern Sudan and an 
American journalist in self-imposed exile – all living in Cairo. For very different reasons, 
the trio has found themselves struggling to survive in Egypt – a U.S.-financed 
dictatorship which has reluctantly become their home.   

        Davin, a dot-com casualty, left America for the Middle East after September 11th 
made him realize he had been "asleep." In Egypt, he begins life as a freelance travel 
writer. Later, he is drawn in to the plight of Sudanese refugees in Cairo - many from 
Darfur. He is compelled to write a story of substance after witnessing their abuse 
around Cairo. During his investigation, he risks arrest by Egyptian authorities, confronts 
apathetic American news editors and presses UNHCR to explain its arbitrary asylum 
procedures to get their story told. He soon begins to question his own objectivity, 
debating whether he should report on one refugee family or simply help them. 

        The head of this refugee family, Jere Maluk, fled his war-ravaged home in Juba, 
Sudan, to seek refugee protection from UNHCR in Cairo in order to travel to America. 
He and his family, like the tens of thousands of Sudanese refugees in Egypt, seek out 
asylum but instead end up living in one. They learn to cope with racism, gang violence, 
poverty and torture as second-class residents as they navigate through a maze of 
bureaucratic mismanagement at UNHCR for the slim chance of getting resettled. 

        Magda, a middle-aged human rights activist, has elected not to apply for refugee 
status because she is convinced she will one day return to a peaceful Sudan. Her days 
are spent trying to empower refugees – teaching them self-reliance in order to create 
citizens for a democratic Sudan. 

          The film explores a common sense of homelessness shared by three seemingly 
different people as they cross paths for a fleeting moment in time - each on their way to 
a destination another has fled. Davin wrestles his sense of American idealism as he 
witnesses first-hand the charade of democracy-building taking place at the edge of the 
American empire.  

      The Art Of Flight features artwork of Sudanese painters living in exile. In addition to 
paintings from Sudanese artists and torture victims, the film also features an original 
soundtrack by Al-Khafiyeen, a musical ensemble of refugees who played together for a 
single night to score the film. The film delves deep into questions about the nature of 
charity, the consequences of American empire and the price of transience. 
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Director Bio 
Davin Anders Hutchins 

Davin Anders Hutchins is a first-time director who has ten years experience in 
television journalism at CNN, CNN International, Headline News, Kuwait TV and 
TechTV. His producing and journalism assignments have taken him to many worldwide 
locations including Egypt, Sudan, United Arab Emirates, Lebanon, Turkey, Kuwait, 
Jordan, Oman, Kenya, Tanzania, South Africa, Iceland, France, Britain, Italy as well as 
locations throughout the United States.  

He is currently general manager of Nomads Land Films. The company, which 
began with a laptop and camcorder kit in a spare bedroom in Cairo, has grown into a 
full-fledged production company in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, which produces 
documentaries for international broadcasters. 

 Before directing The Art Of Flight, Hutchins began his career at CNN in Atlanta, 
Georgia, U.S.A, where he helped produce newscasts, “Generation X” news magazine 
pilots and a retrospective on human rights with Peter Gabriel and Jimmy Carter. 
Recently, he produced special reports and live events about technology for TechTV. In 
addition to his broadcasting and film work, Hutchins has freelanced for Egypt Today, 
Business Today Egypt, Travel Today Arabia, Arabian Business, Arabian Computer 
News, Communicate, Farang: Untamed Travel and WGBH/PRI’s The World.   

 A broadcast news iconoclast, Hutchins is a staunch advocate of independent 
journalism, guerilla filmmaking and new digital video technologies. Hutchins holds a 
Masters of Arts Degree in Middle East Studies from the American University in Cairo 
and two Bachelors of Arts Degrees in Journalism and History from California State 
University: Fresno. He has researched extensively on political Islam, human rights un 
the Middle East and political and economic developments in the Arab world. He also 
speaks English and Arabic.  
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About The Music 
  
         Al Khafiyeen (The Invisible) is an impromptu band of refugees, a keyboardist and 
a DJ who wrote the film's soundtrack in the bedrooms of Cairo. From the 
director/composer: 

        "During the course of making The Art Of Flight, I had the fortunate circumstance of 
meeting a group of refugees who casually played in bedrooms around Cairo. They were 
jamming regularly around the same time I was composing a score for the film on my 
laptop and Korg keyboard. Many of the film's tracks were recorded in an amazing 
marathon session on a single night. Afterward, I asked the band what they called 
themselves. They said they didn't have a name so I said, "How about the Invisible," 
referring to a line in the script. They said, "Al Khafiyeen... sure," offering the Arabic 
equivalent. After recording ney meditations of Sufi mystics during holiday in Turkey, a 
virtual band was born. And since we have all moved on, we will probably never play 
together for real again. This entire album was produced and mixed on a laptop. A few 
songs have interesting stories: 

         "Love Like Rum is the final song from the Al-Khafiyeen session. I am still in awe 
of the musicianship that permeated the room that night. We kept chanting and singing 
until 2 a.m. I added percussion, bass and steel guitar later. This track is my Dave 
Matthews Band jam fantasy come true. 

         "I wanted an upbeat track reminiscent of East African soukous music in the film. 
Football is Religion came from recording a hymn in a Sudanese church service in 
Cairo.  For this track, I imported the chorus of people praising God into my laptop and 
then added percussion and guitars later. I told my wife – who has played football 
(soccer) fanatically since age 6 -  that I wanted to include this song with a soccer 
montage in the film because music and sports seemed linked as universal languages. 'I 
don’t know why but football is kind of like religion,' I explained. She dead-panned: 
'Football is religion.' 

         "The ney in Cactus was recorded in an ancient caravansary in Cappadocia, 
Turkey where sufi mystics perform nightly rituals. Cactus - the latter part of the 
composition - is actually an upbeat tune written by a Sudanese oud player. I asked him 
to sing it a capella. He gave a haunting rendition. The complementary voices were 
recorded on a camcorder which I layered with ambient synthesizers. It just so happened 
that these two compositions were adjacent to each other in the film… and in the same 
key! So I merged them into what is arguably the film’s best track. Enjoy!" 
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Naming the Film 

         The original title of The Art Of Flight was Asylum – a double entendre on the 
process of refugee status determination and being confined to the point of madness. 
For most of the film’s production, anyone involved referred to the film as Asylum. One 
day in 2004, I was watching the Oscars and noticed a short documentary called Asylum 
was nominated for an Academy Award. I figured it would probably be a bad idea to 
name my film after an Oscar-nominated documentary.  

         So I told my small production team that we would be renaming the film. A heated 
argument ensued in which many new titles were offered but none were quite right – Out 
of Egypt, Neither Here Nor There. One associate producer threatened to quit at the new 
suggestions. After a particularly frustrating day of filmmaking around the same time 
period, I remember saying to myself, “Come what may, I will finish this film and then I’m 
getting the hell out of Egypt.” I was shocked to find that it had become so automatic for 
me to detach from a place and move on... A skill I had learned years back.  

         Then I thought of the dozens of refugees I had met who also had to learn how to 
move on at a moment’s notice. Then the phrase, “We’ve learned the art of flight” 
popped into my head.  I thought of the artists and musicians I had been interviewing, 
conveying their pain beautifully while in exile. The title seemed perfect but I still wasn’t 
sure.  

         The funny thing is on the last day I went to say goodbye to Jere Maluk – a refugee 
in the film – I descended his stairwell to find a painting of an airplane someone had 
etched on the wall in chalk. I must have passed by it a dozen times that year but never 
took real notice before. I literally saw the writing on the wall – The Art Of Flight had to be 
the new title. 

 

 


