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Synopsis 
 
 
When Nahid Persson Sarvestani, an Iranian exile, set out to make a 
documentary about Farrah, the wife of the shah of Iran, she expected 
to encounter her opposite. As a child, Persson Sarvestani had lived in 
dire poverty, watching Farrah’s wedding as if it were a fairy tale. As a 
teenager, she joined the Communist faction of Khomeini’s revolution 
that deposed the shah, sending him and his family volleying from 
country to country. When Khomeini betrayed his promise for 
democracy, imposing more violent measures than the shah had, 
Persson Sarvestani was also forced to flee. Thirty years later, she 
needs key questions answered and goes directly to the source. 
Surprisingly, Queen Farrah welcomes her as a fellow refugee from 
their beloved homeland, granting unprecedented access. Over the 
next year and a half, Persson Sarvestani enters the queen’s world, 
planning to challenge the shah’s ideology; instead, she must rethink 
her own. 
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Director’s Bio 
 
NAHID PERSSON SARVESTANI  
 
Born in Shiraz, Iran, Nahid Persson Sarvestani took political asylum 
in Sweden as a result of her political activism during and after the 
1979 revolution in Iran. Since 1999 Nahid has pursued a successful 
career as a documentary filmmaker in Sweden.  
 
Nahid’s social-political films have been harshly critical of the position 
of women under the Islamic Republic regime. On a trip to Iran, after 
the release of her award winning  documentary, Prostitution Behind 
the Veil, Nahid was arrested and interrogated by the Secret Police. 
While under house arrest, she was secretly completing her 
documentary Four Wives - One Man. The film, which portrays a 
polygamous family south of Shiraz, was smuggled out of Iran and 
finally edited in Sweden. 
 
Nahid is the recipient of numerous awards including the Golden  
Dragon at the Krakow Film Festival, Best International News 
Documentary  



at the TV-festival 2005 in Monte Carlo, as well as The Crystal Award  
(Kristallen) by SVT (Swedish State Television) and an International 
Emmy nomination for Prostitution Behind the Veil. 
 
She recently finished the production of The Queen and I, a 90-minute  
documentary feature that follows the director's two year-long, 
complex relationship with the Iranian former Queen Farah Pahlavi. 
The film will be  
released worldwide in conjunction with the 30-year anniversary of the  
Islamic Revolution in 2009.  
 
 
 
 
 
PressQuotes 

 
“The film gives a three-dimensional view of the history, culture and 
power- hungry sects of Iran, which have dictated political change, and 
shows that in every political struggle there are always shades of gray 
which are too often overlooked”, Shoreline CEO Morris Ruskin said. 
 
 
“The relationships between documentary filmmakers and their 
subjects can be fraught with all kinds of tensions and complications. 
But few can compare with the one  in The Queen and I, a frank and 
fascinating film that depicts the unlikely bond between an ex-
communist filmmaker and a former member of Iran’s royal family”, 
said Jason Anderson, Special For The Star. 
 
 
 Access is everything in The Queen and I, a personal and revealing 
glimpse of living history from Swedish-based director Nahid Persson. 
What makes Persson’s documentary view of the Shah’s widow, 
Queen Farrah, so vivid is not just Persson’s own involvement, as a 
leftist student radical, in the couple’s overthrow 30 years ago, but 
Farrah’s willingness to open up about her memories and her current 
life as an exile in Paris.  



 
Persson’s apprehension and prejudice toward the wife of a despot 
she once struggled to depose has a palpable sting in the film’s first 
minutes. Farrah, a charming figure from the start, comes on like 
salve; her own misgivings about Persson, upon learning of the 
director’s revolutionary past, are dealt with swiftly and nobly when the 
queen insists on interviewing her interviewer. A bond is struck when 
they acknowledge that they’re both exiles, victims of Iran’s theocratic 
extremists. (Persson’s communist leanings required her to flee after 
the revolution, though not before the Ayatollah’s thugs executed one 
of her brothers.) What’s soon apparent is the almost doting regard 
that Farrah, a moderate of sorts, retains for a people she still 
considers hers and to whom she remains bound by duty. Between 
swanky engagements in Paris, her hours are filled answering letters, 
emails and placing secret, personal phone calls to politically 
frustrated Iranians, keen to understand what went wrong under her 
late husband and what went worse after him. On her journey to come 
to terms with the Shah’s legacy, Persson is met half way by the 
empress.  
 
The Queen and I is that rare example of a single subject and a 
director who deserve their exclusive spot at the forefront of a 
documentary feature. 
By Kieran Grant, Eye Weekly.com 
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International Documentary Film Festival Amsterdam 
Sundance Film Festival 
Full Frame Documentary Film Festival 
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