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Alan Goldman is a man on a mission.

He is a disconnected Jew who be-

comes a new father—only to learn 

that his new son is not technically a 

Jew. If Alan could just figure out what 

relevance Judaism has in his own life, 

he’d be able to help his son find his 

place in the Jewish world.

 

This film documents a journey that 

brings Goldman face to face with a 

variety of eclectic Jews who have re-

conected to their faith. The journey is 

as important as the answers he seeks; 

and along the way, he uncovers a pro-

gressive, modern re-invigorated Juda-

ism.  
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I think you have to do something, 
even if it means questioning every 
single freaking assumption about 
Judaism that you have had up 
until today.
Advice to Alan from Rabbi 
Niles Goldstein author of 
“Gonzo Judaism”

Alan Goldman is Jewish...or 

maybe he isn’t...he’s just not 

sure anymore. Alan identifies 

with his Judaism culturally but 

not religiously. He feels discon-

nected from his Judaism. He 

now faces a dilemma...how to 

raise his son Sacha as a Jew if 

he, himself, is ambivalent about 

what his Judaism means to 

him?

SHORT SYNOPSIS

Opposite Page: Alan Goldman
Right: Young Grandpa, Grandma 

Bresky and my young mother
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LONGER SYNOPSIS

Alan Goldman is Jewish...or maybe 

he isn’t...he’s just not sure anymore.  

Alan is a secular Jew who identifies 

with his Judaism culturally but not re-

ligiously. He feels disconnected and 

disenfranchised from his Judaism. He 

now faces a dilemma...how to raise 

son Sacha as a Jew if he, himself, is 

ambivalent about what his Judaism 

means to him? Who The Jew Are 

You? chronicles Alan’s journey into all 

things Jewish. Alan, asks the tough 

questions about culture and religion, 

realizes that faith is more than some-

thing you believe in...it’s something 

that defines who you are. 

Who The Jew Are You? is an often hu-

morous and thought-provoking point 

of view documentary that exposes 

viewers to Alan’s vulnerability as he 

journeys to understand his waning 

faith. Regular video diaries through-

out the film offer viewers a unique 

insight into Alan’s process. Alan con-

sults regularly with a series of spiri-

tual advisors who give him guidance 

throughout his journey. 

Included throughout are Alan’s part-

ner, son, dad, mom, sister and grand-

father. And Along the way Alan meets 

some engaging characters that help 

him to deal with some of the ambiva-

lent issues around his Judaism that he 

currently faces. Alan’s seeks to answer 

the question - how do we forge a fine 

line between culture and religion? 

The biggest concern of the film con-

cerns his son Sacha. Does Alan’s jour-

ney in Who The Jew Are You? clear 

things up? By the end of the process 

Alan decides whether to bring Sacha 

up as a Jew with the trappings of the 

rituals and religion of Judaism, or does 

he encourage him to adopt a secular 

world-view?

How do 

we forge 

a fine line 

between 

culture & 

religion? 

Above: My Dad as a pre-teen
Left: Me, Sacha, and my dad
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Alan Goldman is part of group of thirty-

something and forty-something Jews who 

has grown up questioning the bounds of 

organized religion. It’s a group that has 

become disconnected and disinterested in 

the Judaism of their youth. They are ask-

ing questions like; can you be culturally a 

Jew without being religiously a Jew? Is 

there enough left to bind North American 

Jews together without religion? Can you 

separate the two definitions of Judaism? 

For these Jews this is the contemporary 

Jewish dilemma. 

The mainstream Jewish community feels 

that this younger generation of Jews is 

the end of the North American Jewry. 

They are desperately trying to bring this 

generation of Jews back into the fold. 

They say because of religious apathy and 

intermarriage there will be no Jews left 

in North America by the end of the cen-

tury. Some feel that this generation may 

be decimating their religious ties at the 

expense of their cultural identity.

In response, some of Alan’s generation (a 

generation of Jews that grew up largely 

secular) has returned to orthodox prac-

BACKGROUND

tices. Believing there is no identity as a 

Jew without strict adherence to orthodox 

laws. The children of these Jews are now 

being raised with a new set of values, a 

new definition of Judaism and new choic-

es and dilemmas. 

Above: My Young 
Mother, 1960’S
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SELECTED SCENES 
FROM WHO THE 
JEW ARE YOU?

THE OPENING 
We see Alan affectionately holding his son before handing 

him over to be circumcised - an event that proves perhaps 

even more devastating to Alan than to his partner and son.  

Alan now begins to struggle as he tries to decide which of 

the values he had been given as a child, particularly his Ju-

daism, he should pass on to his son.  Should he have him 

converted to Judaism (his mother is not Jewish) even though 

Alan is having his own doubts about his acceptance about 

the religion and some of its practices? 

THE MIDDLE 
Alan is dressing as Santa getting ready for a children’s Christ-

mas party, but when he is handing out gifts to the other hap-

py children, his own son starts crying because the gift Alan 

gives him isn’t the one he really wanted.

THE CONCLUSION 
Alan realizes he must abandon the quest to have his son con-

vert, and he resolves to pass on only those belief to which he 

himself ascribes, reinforcing the point: the best legacy we 

can provide our children are the values and tenets we have 

found to reflect our own beliefs and values rather than mere-

ly parrot the ones handed to us by others.

Who The Jew Are You? © Blue Plate Productions 2009
On this page: 
My Son Sacha
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M.O.T.—Andrew Rosenthal and Hillel Tigay—a.k.a. Ice Berg 

and Dr. Driedle (Jewish top spun at Hanukkah for prizes) 

known as M.O.T., which stands for Member(s) of The Tribe 

(One Jew might see another Jew in public and wonder is he 

or she is a member of the tribe) 

Andrew grew up in Los Angeles in Beverley Hills in a secular 

Jewish household. Hillel, the son of a university of Pennsyl-

vania religious studies Professor had an opposite experience 

growing up in an orthodox family. 

Hillel says that their music plays the stereotypes often asso-

ciated with Jews and Jewish culture “A lot of the Jewish ste-

reotypes in pop culture center around characters like Woody 

Allen, and the nebbish kind of Jew. The Jew that stands out 

a little but works hard to fit in, not wanting to rock the boat 

too much. A lot of Jews and non-Jews alike connect with this 

kind of Jew. However that is not what we (M.O.T) are about. 

We want Jews to proud of who and what they are. We are 

saying things that a lot of other Jews would like to say but 

are just too afraid to say them. I’m proud of my heritage and 

my Hebrew roots, and I just want to celebrate that. Stand up 

and say it loud: Be Jewish and proud”

SOME OF THE  CHARACTERS 
IN WHO THE JEW ARE YOU?

I was tired shleppy  (dragging, fatigued) 
with tsurus (troubles) on the keppy 
(head)

Shmoozin’it and noshin’ with the girlies 
and the rebbe (Rabbi)6 pt

Got shikker (drunk) on Kedem wine of 
the Concord vine 

I heard a car roll up, thought it was 
Stein I stepped outside to check the 
Porsch

It was the other white meat, and 
that ain’t kosher A treyf (not kosher) 
Chazzer (swine) just wrote me a ticket

This O.G. Jew is about to get wicked

Cop said, “You can’t park in a loading 
zone!”

I said, “It’s past 6pm now get on 
home!” He said, “Give me cash Cohen 
or the DMV’s towin’.” Two seconds 
flat, I went Dahmer on the the rat

I tore up the ticket and I began to 
stick it

I said, “Kish mere oon tuchus (kiss my 
bum), I would’ve never paid it. You may 
enforce the law, but we litigate it!

I’ll do ya, kung-fu ya

Step to me and I’ll Jew Jit-Sue ya! So 
Sue me! C’mon, do me! Did you think 
for one second that you could screw 
me?

You can’t pull the wool on the O.G. 
Jew

/’Cause we’ll bring down the court and 
house your whole damn crew

Don’t shutup (if you have to ask) with 
me, I’m with the M.O.T.

The power, the glory…another Westside 
story

Another Westside story…
     
 

Opposite Page
Top: Black and White 
Tigay and Rosenthal 

of M.O.T. Bottom: Back 
Cover of M.O.T. Album

Lyrics from 
So Sue Me, M.O.T. 1999

Who The Jew Are You? © Blue Plate Productions 2009
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Ron Gompertz 
describes himself as “a typical bar mitzvah boy from New 

York City,” is the son of Holocaust survivors but grew up 

with a Hanukah bush in the house. His wife, Michelle, the 

daughter of a Church of Christ minister, identifies more with 

Buddhism and atheism than anything else.It wasn’t until two 

and a half years ago, when their daughter Minna was born, 

that Gompertz, now 52, and his wife started thinking about 

religious issues.The family moved to Bozeman, Mont., where 

in 2004 Gompertz created and launched www.Chrismukkah.

com, which he saw as a way to make light of his intermar-

riage.

Yitzchak Jordan “Y-Love”
“We are all connected somehow”. If only we realized that 

everyone comes from the same place and the same source, 

we would be able to prevent the pollution in this world – not 

only physically, but also spiritually. We could eradicate ha-

tred,” says Orthodox Jewish rapper Y-Love when asked to 

describe the idea behind his new single, “Make It” from the 

“Change” mini-album.

Y-Love, whose real name is Yitzchak Jordan, is himself a con-

necting link between two worlds. His late parents arrived to 

the United States from very different parts of the globe – his 

father was Ethiopian and his mother Puerto-Rican. Although 

neither of them was Jewish, he started showing interest in 

the Jewish religion as a child, and converted to Judaism at 

the age of 21.

He grew up in an east Baltimore neighbourhood and says 

that the “sounds of shooting in the street was not a rare 

thing”. When he was seven he saw an ad on television hat 

concluded with the words “Happy Passover.” He asked his 

mother what the words meant, and she explained to him as 

best she could from the little she herself had learned from a 

Jewish colleague.

When she told her friend at work about her son showing in-

terest in the holiday, the colleague promptly invited the en-

tire family to celebrate a traditional Seder Eve with them.

This marked the beginning of Y-Love’s relationship with Ju-

Who The Jew Are You? © Blue Plate Productions 2009

Above: 
“Chrismukkah”

Book Cover
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daism, which gradually became stronger and stronger. His 

maternal grandmother was herself very interested in the 

Jewish religion, apparently because her father’s first employ-

ers were Jewish, and when he was nine she bought him a 

menorah for Hanukkah. When he grew older she also got him 

a kippah, a tzitzit and other Judaica items. He also started 

attending prayers and studying Torah.

After he converted Yitzchak came to Israel to study at the Or 

Sameach yeshiva in Jerusalem. His first study partner was 

a rapper from Long Island who also converted to Judaism. 

To help themselves memorize sections from the Gemara, the 

two started rapping entire mishnayot, to the dismay of some 

of the yeshiva students. Y-Love recounted that the students 

complained that the singing was a disgrace, but the two rap-

pers soon advanced to higher levels of studying, proving to 

their peers that this original method was working.

When they returned to the United States, the two went to an 

open mike evening at a New York nightclub and got on stage 

to do what they knew best: Gemara in freestyle. The audi-

ence responded enthusiastically, and they ended up giving 

a two-hour performance. The venue’s manager then asked 

them to perform once a week on a regular basis, and Y-Love 

has been doing hip-hop ever since.

Y-Love works with the American label Modularmoods,which 

focuses on Jewish music. His latest work is the mini-album 

he created with DeScribe. Their first single was the album’s 

themes song, “Change.”

Excerpted From:  HYPERLINK “http://www.modularmoods.com

Who The Jew Are You? © Blue Plate Productions 2009
Above: 
Y-Love
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BIO’S

Alan Goldman: Director, 
Producer and Writer 
Alan began his career in radio 

and was part of the award-

winning team that produced 

the five part national CBC 

Radio documentary series A 

Matter of Survival, hosted by 

Dr. David Suzuki. Moving to 

television Alan produced and 

directed All Day Breakfast, a 

documentary exploring the 

culture of Toronto’s diner 

restaurants. He then worked 

with the director Robert Dun-

can on Weird and Wonderful, 

and The Funny Side of Death. 

Alan also produced Glowing 

In The Dark, which looks at 

the history of neon light in 

Vancouver, Los Angeles and 

Las Vegas. His semi-autobio-

graphical film Who The Jew 

Are You? premiered recently 

at the Doxa Documentary Film 

Festival. 

Robert Postma: Editor, 
Story Editor, Graphics and Audio 

Robert specializes in creative 

visual communication, with 

over 15 years experience. He 

is an interdisciplinary design-

er working across the fields 

of video editing, motion 

graphics, web design and 

programming.

Based in Vancouver, BC, Rob-

ert works with an eclectic mix 

of clients, from independent 

producers, professional associ-

ations, photographers, actors 

and musicians. As a commu-

nication specialist, Robert has 

developed the ability to listen 

to his clients intently, and 

transform their vision into an 

innovative treatment that tells 

their story.

Richard Pell: Composer
Toronto composer Richard Pell 

began playing and studying 

guitar at age 5, and by 14 he 

was writing and playing with 

several different local bands. 

Studying jazz and classical 

harmony as well as composi-

tion under such notables as 

Brian Katz and Michael Cus-

son at the Royal conservatory, 

Richard learned to write and 

perform in a variety of styles Who The Jew Are You? © Blue Plate Productions 2009

Rabbi Niles Elliot Goldstein
Is the founding rabbi of The New Shul 

in Manhattan. He lectures widely on re-

ligion and spirituality and has taught at 

New York University and the Hebrew 

Union College–Jewish Institute of Reli-

gion. Goldstein is the National Jewish 

Chaplain for the Federal Law Enforcement Officers Associa-

tion and was the voice behind “Ask the Rabbi” on the Mi-

crosoft Network. His work has appeared in Newsweek, Los 

Angeles Times, and many other publications, and he is the 

author or editor of six previous books. Goldstein has been 

featured in Time, The New York Times, The Wall Street Jour-

nal, The Christian Science Monitor, New York magazine, and 

Glamour, as well as on national and international television 

and radio. He lives in Brooklyn, New York.

His book Gonzo Judaism embraces that same spirit, chal-

lenging today’s Jews to reclaim their rebel roots, even if the 

consequences of their actions are disquieting to the leaders 

of a largely complacent Jewish establishment.

            

He explores how this revolutionary drive can reshape and 

revitalize contemporary Judaism—a Judaism many find out 

of touch and irrelevant. His fresh, maverick approach urges 

us to take risks and think freely, but also to look back into the 

past in order to move forward into our future. Gonzo Judaism 

offers practical tools for creating a more accessible, mean-

ingful, and celebratory Jewish life.
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ranging from Baroque to 20th 

century Avante-Garde to Jazz 

to Electronica and Pop. The di-

verse education led him to an 

active peforming career, play-

ing with Canadian icons such 

as the eclectic Oliver Shroer 

and the Stewed Tomatoes., Si-

mon Wilcox and many others, 

as well as his own Jazz Trio 

and Funk based bands. Rich-

ard later studied orchestration 

with Scott Smalley in New 

York and today he continues 

to write music for Film and 

T.V. at Vertigosound Studios.

Dylan Heming: Composer
Juno award winning pianist, 

composer, and producer Dy-

lan Heming has been active 

on Canada’s music scene for 

the last 15 years working with 

some of the the countries top 

names, appearing on gold and 

platinum albums, and com-

posing for television, feature 

films, and documentaries.

As a film composer, Dylan 

has appeared in hundreds 

of episodes of international 

television programming for 

over fifteen networks in five 

countries, including several 

years of freelance work for 

David Vanacore Productions 

in Burbank and Koskenmaki 

Music out of Los Angeles. 

During this period, Dylan can 

be heard on series such as 

American Chopper, Dirty Jobs, 

Ultimate Fighter, Tuckerville, 

and Bringing Home Baby. 

Since 2008, Dylan has been 

working exclusively with com-

poser Richard Pell and Vertigo 

Sound. Recent highlights in-

clude pieces for director Vin-

cenzo Natali’s feature “Splice” 

starring Adrien Brody and Sar-

ah Polley, Carlawood (TvTrop-

olis), Revamped (Slice), and 

G-Spot (Showcase). 

Either on stage or within the 

recording environment, Dylan 

has worked with Holly Cole, 

Greg Cohen, Ron Sexsmith, 

Gil Goldstein, Mary Margaret 

O’Hara, Marty Ehrlich, Kevin 

Breit, Aaron Davis, David 

Piltch, Jake Langley, Alex 

Lifeson, The James Brown 

Band, as well as sharing live 

shows with Maceo Parker, 

Joey DeFrancesco, Maestro, 

K-OS, and others. 

Kirk Tougas: Cinematographer
With some 250 productions to 

his credit, Kirk Tougas is one of 

Canada’s foremost documenta-

ry cinematographers. Working 

with independent producers, 

broadcasters, and the National 

Film Board, he shot on loca-

tion throughout Canada and 

the Artic, in the United States 

and Mexico, as well as Europe, 

Russia, the Middle East, India, 

Aftrica, Asia and Australia. 

Exhibited theatrically in 

many countries, his work 

has been broadcast by every 

major broadcast and cable 

network in Canada; in the 

United States by CNN, Diseny, 

and PBS; and in England by 

the BBC, Channel Four, and 

ITV. Numerous international 

television broadcasts include 

France, Australia, Finland, 

Spain, Belgium, Austria, Ger-

many, India, Israel, Switzer-

land, Norway, Holland, Japan 

and Taiwan.

These film and video produc-

tions have received over 75 

international festival prizes, 

including Berlin, Leipzig, 

Toronto, Houston, New York, 

Chicago and San Francisco, 

an international Emmy award, 

and in Canada, thirteen Genie 

and Gemini awards or nomi-

nations. 
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