
Greenfield Recorder - 08/31/2024 Page : C01

August 31, 2024 1:42 pm (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

LIFE & TIMES C1
Satur day, Augus t 3 1, 2024

By BOB FLAHERTY
For the Recorder

T he New Yorker once
called Jeffrey Foucault’s
music “Beat-up

troubadour folk whittled to do-
lorous perfection.” Now try all
that with electric guitars.

Foucault, a Wisconsin na-
tive who now lives in Shel-
burne Falls, will appear with
his band Friday night (Sept.
6) at the Iron Horse, a record
release for his new album
“Universal Fire” from Fluff

and Gravy, Foucault’s first col-
lection of new material in six
years.

He has some things to get
off his chest. Foucault lost his
best friend and drummer Billy
Conway to cancer in 2021.
Conway, who earlier beat the
skins for bigtime acts Mor-
phine and Treat Her Right,
formed a duo with Foucault
that toured for 10 years.

The album sets Conway’s
death against the 2008 fire at
Universal Studios that de-
stroyed countless master

recordings of bedrock Ameri-
can music.

It’s an introspective album
that deals with loss but this
a i n’t no dirge, kids. This is a
rock ’n’ roll record.

Here’s an exchange I had
with Foucault just over a week
ago.

Bob Flaherty: Jeffrey, the
album is great, a batch of
songs that has Friday night
written all over it. A rock ’n’
roll record with atmosphere…

Jeffrey Foucault: Thanks
very much. I wanted to land
somewhere between
“To n i g h t ’s the Night” by Neil
Young, and “Brothers in
Ar ms” by Dire Straits, but

those are just reference
points. Like Denis Johnson
said about writing a novel,
“You get in your teacup and
take your oar and strike off for
Australia, and if you wind up
in Japan, you’re ecstatic.”
Where we landed is closer to
whatever my own thing has
become, which isn’t very easy
to put into a genre. Certainly
it’s a rock ’n’ roll record.
That’s broad enough to de-
scribe what’s happening, and
the drummer can shuffle.

B F: “Solo Modelo” has
gotta be a hit. “Solo black cof-
fee / solo green room / so low

In the wake of his best friend’s death,
Jeffrey Foucault releases ‘Universal Fire’

‘Rock ’n’ roll was our religion’

PHOTO BY JOE NAVAS
Jeffrey Foucault will appear with his band Friday night (Sept.
6) at the Iron Horse, a record release for his new album
“Universal Fire” from Fluff and Gravy, Foucault’s first
collection of new material in six years.

By RICHIE DAVIS
For the Recorder

I t was 1968 when reporters and
editors from Liberation News
Service — who’d been on the

front lines documenting the politi-
cal battles to end the Vietnam War
— pulled up stakes in New York
City and put down roots on farms
in Montague and nearby Guilford,
Ver mont.

Now, 56 years later, “Far Out:
Life On & After the Commune,” a
documentary about life on both
communes, is getting a premiere
screening at Brattleboro’s Latchis
Theater from Sept. 6 to 12.

A special showing on Saturday,
Sept. 7 at 7 p.m. will include a
panel discussion with filmmakers
Charles Light of Guilford and
Daniel Keller of Wendell, along
with former residents of the Mon-
tague Farm and Packer Corners
communes.

The 85-minute film begins with
the Aug. 11, 1968 “heist,” in which
one of two conflicting LNS factions
stole off — lock, stock and printing
press — from the radical news
ser vice’s New York offices during
a Fillmore East benefit showing of
“Yellow Submarine.” They headed
for the 60-acre Montague farm
with a 17-room farmhouse, which
they ’d secretly bought on Chest-
nut Hill.

In the months after settling into
their new communal life, the new-
comers found themselves knee-
deep in rural living chores they
knew nothing about.

“My mother came to visit in the
car. She thought I was completely
off my rocker,” says Ray Mungo,
who had settled at Packer Corners
along with poet Verandah Porche.
“This is what your grandmother
fled when left that farm in Quebec
in 1920 … What the hell’s the mat-
ter with you?”

Once the rural winter set in,
and the ink in their printing press
had frozen in the barn, commune
members turned their attention to
trying to farm the land, with help
from neighbors like Rob Ripley.

“There’s nothing that anchors a
crowd faster than having a dairy

56 years later, new doc
profiles life on the

Montague and Packer
Corners communes

‘How the
co m m u n e s
became a

co m m u n i ty ’

By CHRIS LARABEE
Staff Writer

C orn one, come all!
The circus is coming to Sunderland

this fall, as Mike’s Maze turns itself into
a corn-ival for the 2024 season, with its
“Join the Circus” theme. With stars and
the theme’s phrase etched into the corn
field, the famous labyrinth is just about
ready to open to the public on Sept. 6.

Maze co-creators Jess and David
Wissemann are, in their words, putting
the “barn in Barnum and Bailey,” as
families are invited to explore Jess Wis-
s e m a n n’s newest creation and clown
around with a variety of games and ac-
tivities at Mike’s Midway.

“I had wanted to do a circus theme
for several years because the maze is
always a circus … it’s just felt like a
natural theme to do for many years but
there’s always been something that’s
more in the zeitgeist; something always
took precedent in previous years,” Jess
Wissemann said, pointing to the wave of
artificial intelligence news in 2023 and
their decision to pursue that theme last
y e a r.   “We were like, ‘2024, election year,
it’s perfect.’ It’s going to be a circus, it’s
guaranteed to be a circus.”

The Wissemanns’ maze has touched
on politics in the past – the 2020 theme
featured “VO T E ” as the maze’s design
– and this year, they decided to lean

M i ke’s Maze
returns Sept. 6 with

a circus theme
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Lifelong learning on display
GREENFIELD

91-year-old man behind
Greenfield mural holding

Connecticut exhibit

By SAM FERLAND
For the Recorder

E ven at 91 years old, Tom Zac-
cheo is always willing to
learn something new.

The artist, who brought his
work to Franklin County last sum-
mer in the form of the “Flight of
Fancy ” mural featuring nine alu-
minum bird silhouettes on the side
of the Greenfield Recorder’s 14
Hope St. building, is opening his
next art exhibit, “Transformed by
Fire: Feats of Clay,” in New

Britain, Connecticut.
“I think if you’re going to live a

complete life, you have to be a life-
long learner,” Zaccheo said. “I
think some people fail to realize
that and after they finish going to
school they stop learning and
that’s unfortunate. … I find that
some people take my age as a neg-
ative, and that’s very upsetting to
me because I think ageism is
something rampant in our society
and it doesn’t have a place here.”

Zaccheo often features birds in
his art, as was the case with
“Flight of Fancy” in Greenfield, to
represent the concept of freedom.
Along with the inclusion of birds,
Zaccheo’s art consists of sculp-

STAFF FILE PHOTO
Three generations of Zaccheos — from left, Gabe, Tom and Mark — s t and
next to the “Flight of Fancy” mural that was conceptualized and fabricated
by Tom Zaccheo at the Greenfield Recorder’s 14 Hope St. building, owned by
his son Mark, in June 2023. The elder Zaccheo is opening his next art
exhibit, “Transformed by Fire: Feats of Clay,” in Connecticut on Sept. 5. SEE MUR AL C2

SEE MA ZE C2

SEE DOCUMEN TARY C4

SEE M US I C C3

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
M i ke’s Maze co-creators Jess and David Wissemanm are, in their words, putting the “barn in Barnum and
Bailey ” with the maze’s circus theme this year.

NOW TAKING ESSAY SUBMISSIONS! Deadline: 10/10/24

October is Audiology Awareness Month,
and to highlight the importance of hearing
health, Alber Hearing Services in Greenfield
is holding it's fourth annual essay contest

and giving away a *FREE* pair of...

OTICON RECHARGEABLE HEARING AIDS!

ENTER: Submit a typed or hand-written essay (keep to one page) explaining
why you or a loved one will benefit from hearing aids. Include: your name,
phone number, email if you have one, the full name of the contestant you 
are nominating and their contact information (if other than yourself).

SUBMIT: Via e-mail to lacey@alberhearing.com; or mail or drop off: 
   Alber Hearing Services Attn: Lacey 
   33 Riddell St, Suite 5 
   Greenfield, MA, 01301

QUALIFY: Contestants must be available to come to Greenfield for a hearing
evaluation in mid-October to determine their level of hearing loss. Once we 
receive a submission, we will call to schedule an appointment. 

Essays must be received by 10/10/24 (winner announced end of October)

QUESTIONS? Go to alberhearing.com/essay or call 413-774-0100
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cow that has to be milked twice a
day every day, and watered,” L ove-
joy says. “And in the winter, water
freezes. So there has to be a rhythm,
and immediately, an agricultural
rhythm takes hold.”

The commune there became a
pivotal outpost in the ’60s genera-
tional push to get “back to the land.”

After turning their attention to or-
ganic farming and working through
the intricacies of raising families to-
gether, the Montague Farm con-
fronted a utility plan in 1973 to build
a twin nuclear power plant four
miles away on the Montague Plains.
Member Sam Lovejoy’s toppling of a
500-foot weather tower on the
planned site as an act of civil disobe-
dience awakened a new sense of
purpose among members, who went
on to spearhead a national “No
Nukes” movement and join forces to
fight construction of a Seabrook nu-
clear plant.

Ultimately, plans for the Mon-
tague plant and one of the Seabrook
reactors were canceled, and the
group teamed up with Jackson
Browne, Bonnie Raitt, Graham Nash
and others to produce five nights of
sold-out benefit concerts at Madison
Square Garden and a 250,000-person
rally in New York’s Battery Park.

Despite brief periods of having
central figures, first Marshall Bloom,
who committed suicide 15 months
after arriving, and then Lovejoy,
Montague Farm differed from the
much larger Brotherhood of the
Spirit / Renaissance Community in
Turners Falls and Gill, said Light.

“Bloom was a leader in the begin-
ning, but he wasn’t a cult leader.
Sam moved into a leadership role
during the nuclear thing. But this
was a much more intellectual envi-
ronment, much less cultish than the

Brotherhood,” he said.
Just as Renaissance, which

swelled with hundreds of members,
also had members living in North-
field and Warwick, the Montague
and Packer Corners communes had
sister communes in Wendell and at
J o h n s o n’s Pasture in Guilford, as
well as elsewhere.

A long time coming
“Far Out,” directed by Light and

produced by Light and former Mon-
tague Farm resident Dan Keller,
combines contemporary interviews
with original archival footage to tell
a story of radical journalists who left
the city and politics to get back to
the land and live communally. The
film shows how they adjusted to life
as organic farmers, and how they re-
turned to politics.

In often humorous and intimate
segments looking at how members
explored their sexual freedom,
drugs, relationships, feminism and

openness in raising children to-
gether, “Far Out” shows how these
“hippies” were transformed by rural
life and the people who lived here.

“We really didn’t share an idea of
why we were there,” says commune
member Cathy Rogers. “There was
this assumption because of LNS, be-
cause of the times, and we were all
kind of counterculture, whatever
that meant, but we didn’t say what
we were for.”

“The liberation we tried to force
on the world became secondary to
the liberation in our own lives,”
Mungo reflected at one point.

The film incorporates footage
shot by Light and Keller as well as
filmmakers Rawn Fulton of Bernard-
ston, Robbie Leppzer of Wendell,
Alan Dater of Westminster West,
Vermont, and others. There are im-
ages of daily farm life, family interac-
tions, communal rituals like May
Day celebrations and elaborate out-
door theater productions in Guilford

of “The Tempest” and “A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream.”

“Far Out” has been more than 50
years in the making, from the time
Robert Redford optioned creating a
movie based on Ray Mungo’s “Fa -
mous Long Ago — My Life and
Times With Liberation New Ser-
vice,” according to Light. Redford
rejected Mungo’s proposed script
and the option lapsed as Light co-
founded Green Mountain Post Films
with Keller in 1973 and tried to fash-
ion their archival footage into a com-
pelling documentary about the com-
munes.

The documentary “Lovejoy ’s Nu-
clear War,” “Voices of the Spirit” and
other projects got in the way, and the
commune documentary fell by the
wayside, said the filmmaker, who
first moved to Guilford from New
York in 1968 after attending Mark
Hopkins College in Brattleboro.

Raising money for the film and
family obligations in New York also

slowed down work on getting to the
film.

“We always thought we’d get back
to it in middle age,” Light said. Even
a film about the commune’s 1993 re-
union got completed in the interim.
“We kept putting this off for years.
We turned around, and our middle
age had come and gone.”

Finally, a year and a half ago, “I
said, ‘I’ll sit down and cut this thing
before I die,’” said Light, who had to
learn a new editing system to deal
with the different formats the
footage had been shot in over the
years. That included interviews shot
between 2006 and 2010 with former
commune members.

“It took forever, but I’m so glad to
have it done, because it’s such a vital
story. We knew it was a good story
and it should be told through the ac-
tual people.”

“It’s a story of how the communes
became a community,” Light said.
Their members included numerous
writers, poets and artists, as well as
those who went on to become civic
leaders in the larger community,
such as Lovejoy in Montague and
Keller in Wendell.

In addition to the documentary,
an exhibit at the Latchis Gallery will
feature work by artists living on the
Montague and Guilford communes,
including Nina Keller, Susan Mare-
neck, Ruby Rice, Peter Gould, Stacy
Morse, Harry Saxman, Mark Fen-
wick, David Yaghjian, Tom Hoffman,
Susan Bonthron, Kim Murton, Joan
Peters, Sheila Adams and Evelyn
McClean. The Sept. 6 gallery open-
ing will also feature music and po-
etry by Patty Carpenter and Veran-
dah Porche.

Richie Davis is a retired Green-
field Recorder reporter and editor
who has three published collections
of his feature stories. He blogs at
RichieDavis.Net.

New doc profiles life on the Montague and Packer Corners communes
DOCUMEN TARY FROM C1

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL
FR ANZ

“Far Out: Life
On & After the
C ommune”
director and
c o-produc er
Charle s Light at
the location
of the Packer
Corner s
c ommune
just over the
Leyden line in
Guilford ,
Vermont .

HOW TO PLAY:
Each row, column and set of 3-by-3 boxes must contain

the numbers 1 through 9 without repetition.
Tips and computer program at: www.sudoku.com

(Answers Monday)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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FLUNG ONION KITTEN FAIRLYYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: Kong was gaining weight and out of shape, 

which was making him — NOT FIT FOR A KING

” -“

THE Daily Commuter Puzzle by Stella Zawistowski

FOR RELEASE AUGUST 31, 2024

ACROSS
1 Base layer for a 

painting
6 Hoover’s agency: 

Abbr.
9 Take potshots

14 Bold poker bet: 
2 wds.

15 Male sheep
16 Choral voice
17 Playground 

fixture
18 __ and abet
19 Foreshadow
20 Spread paired 

with jelly: 2 wds.
23 Included on an 

email: Abbr.
24 The P in MPH
25 Aristocrat’s home
28 Angry
30 Picnic pests
34 Lion’s sounds
35 West African 

nation
36 Turkish currency
37 Ice Bucket 

Challenge cause: 
Abbr.

38 Gardening tool
39 Atlantic food fish
40 Location
42 Gets free (of)
43 “Come sit a __!”
45 Biblical garden
46 One or more
47 Every 12 months
48 Floral necklace
50 Small 

salamander
51 Mental puzzles
56 Room and __
57 Sturdy tree
58 Second-guess
61 Stovetop
62 Draw upon
63 NBA star 

nicknamed 
“Diesel”

64 Furry river 
creature

65 A Kennedy
66 “Bye Bye Bye” 

band

DOWN
1 Car’s fuel
2 Right-angle shape

3 Minor mistake
4 Cognac  

cocktail
5 Short plays
6 Criminal 

deception
7 Fishhook 

attachment
8 Website for film 

fans: Abbr.
9 Ohio, e.g.

10 Not taking sides
11 Playwright 

William
12 Decant
13 Make a mistake
21 Formerly called
22 High hairstyle
25 Clear a 

chalkboard
26 3D shape
27 Have a bite of
28 Temperamental
29 Gets older
31 More pleasant
32 Online 

troublemaker
33 “Alas...”
35 Slender
41 Embiggen

42 Water from the 
sky

43 Attached with 
thread: 2 wds.

44 Customers
47 “Uh-huh!”
49 Downy duck
50 Wearing nothing
51 Canoe or dinghy

52 Tirade
53 Hype up
54 Make less 

complicated
55 Chop __
56 “Dude!”
59 Prohibit
60 “90 Day Fiancé” 

channel

©2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
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WEEKEND 
BONUS 
PUZZLE 

PACKAGE
T H E   S U N D A Y   C R O S S W O R D

By Merl Reagle
September 1, 2024

Dressing the Part

          ACROSS
 1 Garfield’s middle name
 6 Beautiful, in Bologna
 11 John Smith, perhaps
 16 Some sons: abbr.
 19 Out of its cage
 20 Furnish
 21 The earth
 22 “That’s gotta hurt ...”
 23 Why I need to hem 

these pants?
 26 Org. with a journal
 27 Pop the question
 28 Pythagoras’s 

homeland
 29 Guitarist Montgomery
 30 Tech-heavy listing
 32 Whack on the head
 33 Chief
 35 Goya subject
 36 Garment-parts 

trafficking?
 40 Do acid art
 43 Brown bread
 44 Hero
 45 “But I play one ___”
 47 Freedom, in 

movements
 49 Fairy-tale creature
 50 1980-81 bribery 

scandal
 53 Film that originated the 

term “costume epic”?
 55 Singer who’s always in 

fashion?
 57 Hangs ten, e.g.
 58 Vegas VIP
 59 Soft drink
 60 Sol followers
 62 Doofus
 63 Song about searching 

for sweaters?
 71 Indy winner Bobby
 72 Additional
 73 Black cuckoos
 74 Color of flax
 75 Young suitor
 78 Best place in Idaho to 

find garment parts?
 84 With 94 Across, a 

fashion question that 
Peter Pan is really 
tired of hearing?

 86 1950s jazz styles
 87 Opinion
 88 Valentine and Vitus: 

abbr.
 89 Rotten eggs have one
 90 City south of 

Sacramento
 91 Ms. McPherson
 92 Mr. Silverstein

 94 See 84 Across
 99 Beetle and Gomer: 

abbr.
 101 Richard of Pollyanna
 102 Massages deeply
 103 Haggling site
 106 He heard Kato’s 

testimony
 107 Leaf-loving Aussie
 108 Detroit suburb, 

Grosse ___
 111 Firing symbol
 112 What a fastener-

company employee 
sees?

 117 Dulles sight
 118 Agreement of a sort
 119 Florida flyer
 120 Deceptive
 121 H. Aaron’s birthplace
 122 Ferber et al.
 123 Features of some  

garments
 124 Bottomless pit 

          DOWN
 1 Mrs. Mahler
 2 Hardy characters?
 3 Doris’s co-star, often
 4 The Sun Devils: 

abbr.
 5 Eager one’s demand
 6 Elton’s partner
 7 Of Arabians, perhaps
 8 Moon goddess
 9 Author Yutang
 10 Tim Burton movie 

character of 2001
 11 War goddess
 12 Zodiac signs
 13 Man’s nickname
 14 Gladiator setting
 15 1984 Winter 

Olympics site
 16 Steinbeck name
 17 City NW of Napoli
 18 NBA legend, to fans
 24 Stud-farm arrival
 25 Wield a baton
 31 Waited, perhaps
 32 Surrounded
 33 Award you can wear
 34 1950s filmstrip, “Our  

Friend, the ___”
 35 ___ letters (scholars)
 36 One-piece outfit
 37 Poet Crane
 38 Squad’s concern
 39 Sullen
 41 Outpatient center
 42 Famed frontier scout
 43 Best

 46 Atlanta-based cable 
network

 48 Mixes, as eggs
 50 Very much
 51 Java neighbor
 52 E-mail solicitations
 53 Discontinue
 54 Miami-___ County
 56 N. Atl. republic
 57 Saturated with
 61 Raising cane, 
  for ex.
 62 J. Smithson 

founded one
 63 Makes ale or tea
 64 Pricey craft
 65 Flog
 66 High, to Hugo
 67 Oil prince
 68 Shell food?
 69 Assigned to peeling, 

in the army
 70 Competes
 75 Man’s nickname
 76 Great Dane 

greetings

 77 Glow
 79 Passing sentences?
 80 Societal woes
 81 Bean town?
 82 The look of lust
 83 “I ___ it all to ...”
 85 Like this puzzle, 
  I hope
 86 Half an island
 90 Prepare to surf 
  the Web
 91 Spanky’s pal
 93 Waste watcher: 

abbr.
 95 Rejects
 96 Whittled away
 97 The East and 
  the “Left”
 98 Meaty stew
 100 Aligned
 103 Subject of an 1848  

U.S.-Mexico treaty
 104 Witt jump
 105 Hollywood last 

name, ___-Jones
 106 “___ girl!”

S P A M C H E W E L E M C A P O S
I R M A H U S H G A I A S H R O V E
R O O S T E R C O G B U R N T O U P E E
C E S A R A U D R E Y H E P B U R N

R U B L U B E M F A A O L A L T
F R A N K B U R N S A R U L E O U I
D E S I R A E G E N E R A Y B U R N

M O T E U C O N N R O S E S
M I L B U R N S T O N E F A D E S
P R A Y T O E R I E C A R R S L I D
A A R S U N T A N L O T I O N O B I
A N D I P A U L M I R A G O O B E R

S H E M P C A R O L B U R N E T T
A M I L E P A N E L R E V E
J A M E S C O B U R N L O O L A O S
S I B S A L O N V A N C L I B U R N
L E W R E B A T E A A A A S I L

R I C H I E A S H B U R N S M O T E
O T I O S E L A R R Y F I S H B U R N E
O I L M A N E L A N L O S E S I T E
S N E E R D E M S D U E S T A S K

Solution: ‘When You’re Hot, You’re Hot’ (Aug 25)

 107 Dr. Menninger
 108 In a lazy manner
 109 Colleen
 110 Spotters?
 113 Shoe hue
 114 “Hutch” honcho

 115 Vanity
 116 Test site

A B R A M B E L L A A L I A S J R S
L O O S E E Q U I P T E R R A O O H
M Y C U F F R U N N E T H O V E R A M A
A S K I O N I A W E S N A S D A Q

B R A I N M A I N M A J A
T H E S L E E V E T R A D E E T C H

T O A S T I D O L O N T V L I B
O G R E A B S C A M Q U O B O D I C E
P A T T I L A P E L S U R F S A N K A

C O L A L A T I I D I O T
B Y T H E T I M E I G E T T O V N E C K S
R A H A L M O R E A N I S
E C R U S W A I N P O C K E T E L L O
W H A T S Y O U R B E B O P S V I E W
S T S O D O R L O D I A I M E E
S H E L F A V O R I T E C O L L A R

P V T S E G A N R O L F S
B A Z A A R I T O K O A L A I L E
A X E B U T T O N H E A D S A L L D A Y
J E T L E A S E E G R E T F A L S E
A L A E D N A S F O L D S A B Y S S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58

59 60 61 62

63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70

71 72 73

74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83

84 85 86 87

88 89 90 91

92 93 94 95 96 97 98

99 100 101 102

103 104 105 106 107 108 109 110

111 112 113 114 115 116

117 118 119 120

121 122 123 124

This puzzle is part of Merl's best-of series Gift givers! For info on Merl’s books, visit www.sundaycrosswords.com.
...I’m putting you on


